
I N T E L E K T I  
PUBLISHING

03NOVEL
41SHORT STORIES
57NON-FICTION
67POETRY
89CLASSICS

Frankfurter Buchmesse  
2017



INTELEKTI PUBLISHING founded in 1994 is one of the most 
active and prominent organizations in the Georgian cultural, 
educational and publishing realms.

School textbooks for Georgian and foreign language schools; 
classic and modern Georgian literature; works of world 
literature and the most important modern authors discovered 
for the first time by Georgian readers; diaries and notes by well-
known authors – these are the themes and projects actively 
pursued by Intelekti Publishing for more twenty years.

INTELEKTI PUBLISHING introduces modern Georgian authors 
to international book markets and along with foreign publishing 
houses, facilitates the publication and popularization of their 
books in various different languages throughout the world.
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Born in 1961, Irakli Samsonadze is a contemporary Georgian writer 
and playwright. 

In 1983 he graduated from the journalism department of the Tbilisi 
State University.

His first play AT MIDNIGHT was published in the magazine 
Khelovneba (Art) in 1985.

Published books: 

THE TRIPTICH (plays, 2000); SUBURB (short stories, 2003); A 
TURKEY’S EGG (plays, 2010), FROM COMEDY TO TRAGEDY 
WITH AN ABSURD TICKET (plays, 2013), FRIGHTENED STREET 
(short stories, 2013), A FUNERAL WAKE IN THE WIND (Story, 
2016);

Intelekti Publishing published Irakli Samsonadze’s trilogy of novels: 
LEAH’S TIME (2010), A CUSHION (2012), DARINDA THE CLOUD 
(2012).

About 15 plays by Irakli Samsonadze were staged in all the operating 
theaters in Georgia.

Awards: 

STATE PRIZE in literature (the collection of plays THE TRIPTICH, 2001)

The literary prize KVALI (for the short novel A CUSHION, 2002).

The literary prize SABA for the monopoly GRANNY MARIAM, or a 
Traditional Georgian Festive Table (2003).

The first prize of the competition of Mikheil Tumanishvili foundation A 
NEW GEORGIAN PLAY (for the play A CLINICAL MARRIAGE, 2010).

The literary prize SABA for prose collection FRIGHTENED STREET 
(2013)

IRAKLI 
SAMSONADZE 
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Told by the protagonist, the novel is about our time: 
she is an actress suffering from a mid-life crisis. She 
hasn’t been offered any new roles for years, which 
causes her acute anguish. She was in a relationship 
with three men – an actor, a director and a playwright, 
but is childless though she hoped to have one. Her 
present uneventful life is somewhat cheered up by an 
occasional chatter with a gay theatre critic.

Actually, there is a secret passion in the protagonist’s 
life: she is a kleptomaniac and when she steals 
anything, usually an unwanted petty object, she feels 
an adrenalin rush, which is akin to the experience of 
being on the stage.

Quite unexpectedly the woman is obsessed with a 
new idea: she wants to steal a hammer belonging 
to a neuropathologist living in her neighbourhood. 
Left alone in his surgery, she struggles with the 
overpowering urge but finally succumbs to it and 
takes one of his hammers. Soon it transpires that 
the whole thing was staged: she wasn’t left alone 
accidentally, in fact, she was encouraged to steal 
in order to shame her later. As a result of the highly 
embarrassing situation and her sense of guilt, she 
doesn’t know if he raped her or the sex they had was 
consensual. Exposed of her shameful vice for the first 
time, she is terrified of losing her only passion in life. 
Hoping to free herself from the fear, she heads for 
the underpass where she intends to steal something 
trivial off the numerous counters, her only desire 
being to revive her passion through such ‘a hunt’.

The neurotic condition aggravates as the Hieronymus 
Bosch-like nightmare comes to life in the underpass, 
driving her thoughts towards suicide. However, a 
happy end comes as a complete surprise...

THE WEDDING IN THE WIND
Novel. Georgian. 240 pages 
Will be published: December, 2017 
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
THE CUSHION 
(novel)
Antares Publishing, 
Armenia, 2014;
Palombi & Partner S.r.l., 
Italy, 2015
RAVEN COLORED 
AND ASHEN 
COLORED HAIR 
(short story) 
Modern Georgian Short 
Stories, Gece Kitaplığı, 
Turkey, 2015;
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, 
ADK Publishing, 
Azerbaijan, 2015
FRIGHTENED STREET 
(short story) 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Kalem 
Agency, Turkey, 2017
THEGARDEN OF 
POULTRY-BREEDER 
GABRIEL (short story), 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018
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A Funeral Wake in 
the Wind
Short story. Georgian. 
72 pages 
Published: 2016 
Rights held: World Rights

What is A FUNERAL WAKE IN THE WIND – an unexpected tragic 
comedy, some absurd or magical realism? From the very first 
phrases, the reader is drawn into an enchanting, frightfully familiar, 
yet strange creative world, where a completely unimaginable 
thing must unfold: Dimitri Ka...dze, the main character of the short 
story, aka Trulaila, holds a funeral wake for his own “scoundrel”, 
even inviting his friends to a Kutaisi restaurant as participants in 
this phallic ritual.

Everything in this book is on the border of comedy and tragedy, 
on a tight-rope between tears and laughter. All of this is intensified 
however by the general backdrop of the era: It is April 13, 1988, 
the time one year before the Earth’s great empire – the Soviet 
Union must be destroyed.

A funeral wake requires a toast master and Trulaila (the victim and 
the bereaved as well) chooses a well-known prostitute in town, 
Lamarie, as the toast master, who has set not only the members 
of the feast, but who knows how many others, on the path of 
manhood in their own time. In the beginning this choice contains 
some self-irony, something inevitable as well, for which, as it turns 
out, neither Trulaila, nor his fellow guests are prepared.

Irakli Samsonadze’s A FUNERAL WAKE in the Wind is one of the 
best Georgian short stories of all time, which you certainly must 
read and laugh yourself to tears, or vice-versa.English sample 

translation 
available

> >

Irakli Samsonadze’s novel covers the last decade of the 20th century, 
the time when bureaucracy and profiteering boomed in poverty-
stricken Georgia. 
THE CUSHION narrates about the people and the country buried 
under the empire ruins. The novel describes a whole range of human 
emotions, recalls numerous significant events of the recent past, all 
told following the flow of life. 
The novel’s hero, a writer, has a wife, Ketino, and a boy. He also has 
a friend called Vakho, a drug addict with whom he intends to set up 
a business, which is to keep himself and his family going. Things are 
bad in the land: destitution, no electricity, recent war, aggressors and 
refugees. 
Meanwhile, Vakho proposes a lucrative idea: they should sell a 
kidney each. The writer becomes obsessed with the idea. They 
contact the crippled Nana who is in the business. Nana explains to 
them if they agree, their kidneys will be sent to Moscow laboratory 
and they will be paid 5.000 dollars each. But the deal turns out to be 
impossible and they keep their kidneys. Vakho’s next idea is linked 
to the pre-election period: he suggests the writer should join a party. 
The party is interested in the writer as a personality. Here too, the 
writer fails to feel at ease. The project fails. The writer periodically 
tries to summon up the strength to write a story about a cushion 
which his mother gave his son as a gift. Original in its form, the 
one-paragraph novel renders the reality of the post-Soviet Georgia 
in a truthful and objective way, without undue embellishments. It is 
regarded as one of the most authentic and reliable piece of fiction 
written about the 1990s.

The Cushion
Novel. Georgian. 
136 pages 
Published: 2012 
Rights held: World Rights

English and German sample 
translations and Italian 
complete translation available
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Leah’s Time
Novel. Georgian. 317 pages 
Published: 2011 
Rights held: World Rights

Leah’s Time is a saga novel, giving a panoramic view of the 
adventures of a family that emigrated from Hungary, starting 
from the first Bagar who settled in Georgia in the beginning of 
the 19th century. The Bagar family history develops against 
the background of the real events unfolding in Georgia. The 
author traces the family life over two centuries, depicting its 
representatives in diversified situations, impelling them to act 
under completely different circumstances. 

There are real historical figures in the novel, such as Akhmed 
Pasha, Khrushchev, Orjonikidze and many others, but the 
narrative focuses around the Bagars. We meet the first Bagar 
in 1800, while the last one lives in Tbilisi in 2000, working as a 
supervisor of the city clearing service. While cleaning up the mass 
after one of the demo rallies, he discovers a corpse behind the 
bushes and, together with his two employees, attempts to hide 
the crime evidence. They take the body to the cemetery on the 
capital’s outskirts to bury. It looks as though the action is genetic 
in its essence, well-rehearsed, because every Bagar over these 
two centuries has taken part in similar secret burial. The Bagars 
have hidden many bodies of those killed by them or others. 

The several hour long scene in the brothel is central to the novel. 
The episode is significant as far as the weird sexual act involving 
one of the Bagars and twelve whores in the Kutaisi brothel 
determines the ensuing plot developments.

DARINDA THE CLOUD is about twelve young boys and their very 
different lives. They met in one point in time and history when all 
of them gathered at the statue of the national traitor and threw 
paint at it. After that brief encounter the fate had very different 
roads in store for them.

The tragic stories of the twelve boys depict the heartbreaking 
destiny of the entire generation. The narrative evokes the allusion 
with the biblical forty years spent in the desert by those who left 
the house of slavery.  

Darinda the Cloud
Novel. Georgian. 180 pages 
Published: 2012 
Rights held: World Rights

English sample 
translation 
available

English sample 
translation 
available



8 INTELEKTI  publishing

Born in 1983, Paata Shamugia is a contemporary Georgian poet.

The author became known to the wide circle of readers due to 
his book ANTI-TKAOSANI (a word play on the famous medieval 
epic THE KNIGHT IN PANTHER’S SKIN), which provoked much 
controversy. Three years later, in 2010 he published his poetry 
collection ADVANTAGE, which immediately attracted attention.

In 2011 Paata Shamugia received SABA Prize for the best collection 
of poems (THE UNSETTLED). In 2012 the magazine Hot Chocolate 
named him the Person of the Year.

Intelekti has published SCHIZOSOCIETY, the collection of his most 
recent poems. His poetry is translated into the English, Russian, 
French, Turkish and German languages. In 2017 Paata Shamugia 
has written his first novel ADOBE GODMAKER, the book will be 
published in March, 2018.

PAATA 
SHAMUGIA

“When asked why I keep writing, I fearfully stare 
at the hump of the bottomless abyss between the 
question and my body”, the author says. Fond of ex-
perimenting with the language, invariably intent on 
fresh metaphors, sleek epithets, spacious hyperbo-
les and all-embracing allegories, Paata Shamugia is 
the master of skillfully mixing the comical with the 
tragic. The readers will find out more about his style 
and imagery when they read the present collection 
and become rightful members of the Schizosociety.

Paata Shamugia’s SCHIZOSOCIETY is the winner 
of the most important Georgian Literary Prize SABA 
(2015) for the best Georgian poetry.

Schizosociety 
Poetry. Georgian. 96 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

Backlist
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In 2013 Hafid, an Arab boy, stole an iPhone and im-
mediately became hugely popular on the internet 
due to posting numerous photos taken with his new 
phone. However, he didn’t know his stolen iPhone 
was uploading all his selfies to the owner’s dropbox. 
His identity was soon revealed, but the original own-
er didn’t report him to the police, opting for a differ-
ent kind of revenge: she uploaded his photos on the 
Facebook with her funny comments. In a little while 
the whole thing turned into a virus spreading across 
many countries. Within 15 minutes of reading the in-
formation, Paata Shamugia sat down to write his first 
novel, which is thought to become the bestseller of 
the Intelekti Publishing in 2018.
Adobe Godmaker is a political-psychological dra-
ma unfolding in Georgia and New York. Its format 
suggests it is a kind of anti-Lolita, or Lolita’s reverse 
version: Tamara, the protagonist is a 35-year old 
Georgian woman, while Ismail is an underage lad, 
only 15. Tamara’s phone was stolen in New York but 
as soon as she returns to Georgia, she discovers an 
Arab boy’s photo in her dropbox, soon followed by 
videos. She knows he had stolen her iPhone, but 
instead of reporting him, Tamara follows his life, be-
coming his secret witness and even the receiver of 
his online confessions.
The boy writes blogs practically every day, telling 
the story of his life: from being bullied at school to 
his refugee status. Having escaped war-torn Syria, 
he faced more bullying and racism in the US. Being 
sure no one will ever read them, Ismail’s blogs are 
a method of compensation for all the evil he has 
encountered in life. In fact, his video blogs have 
quite a different fate awaiting them.

Though the plot focuses on the fate of a future ter-
rorist, it is Tamara who is the main character of the 
novel. The blogs change her life completely: her day 
starts with refreshing her dropbox account to see if 
Ismail has uploaded anything new. Her son is also 
15, so Ismail’s emotional recounting of his traumat-
ic experience helps her to better understand what 
needs to be altered in her relationship with her teen-
age son. Sadly, Tamara’s son is killed in a car acci-
dent and suddenly she falls in love with the future 
terrorist, but she is unaware whether it is a motherly 
love when Ismail can potentially fill in the void left 
after the tragic death of her own son, or an erotic 
feeling towards Ismail.

ADOBE 
GODMAKER
Novel. Georgian. 270 pages
Will be published: March, 2018
Rights held: World Rights

English sample 
translation 
available

Rights sold to:
SELECTED POEMS 
(poems)
Dracopis Press, Sweden, 
2018;
Smockadoll Förlag, 
Sweden, 2018
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Born in 1977 graduated from Journalism and Filmmaking Department of 
the Tbilisi State University. For several years she worked at Georgian 
Television as a feature broadcasting director and author. She started to 
actively publish her literary works from 2004. Her first book, the short story 
collection JANUARY RIVER, was published in 2005 and the following 
year was awarded the literature prize SABA for the Best Debut of the 
Year. She has participated in various literature projects including Goethe 
Institute, joint literary events with German, Italian, Lithuanian, Ukrainian 
and Azeri colleagues. In 2009 Teona Dolenjashvili was again awarded 
highly praised Literary Award SABA while in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2009, 
2010, 2012, 2013 and 2014 her different stories were included in the 15 
Best Short Stories collections. In 2010 author’s acclaimed work FIDAI, 
describing the last two hours of a Shahida’s life was nominated for the 
PRIX EUROPE in category the best Radio Drama/Fiction in Berlin. Till 
present Teona writes columns Talks About Literature for the journal Focus 
and newspaper 24 Hours. Her short stories are translated into German, 
English, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Slovak and 
Azeri languages and have been published in various literature collections 
of the above mentioned countries.

Published books: JANUARY RIVER (2005), MEMPIS (2008), ANIMAL 
PLANET (2011), ESCAPE (2013), THE REAL BEINGS (2014)

AWARDS: Literary Award SABA 2009 in category the best novel for 
MEMPHIS; Literary Award SABA 2006 in category the best debut for 
JANUARY RIVER; Winner of Georgian National Movie Center Competition 
2005 for the best screenplay FIDAI; Prize 2004 for the best  short story  
Fidai; Prize 2010 for the best short story  REAL BEINGS; International 
Festival of Radio play. Berlin. Prix Europe 2010; Radio play AMINAT 
FROM THREE TO FIVE. Finalist.

TEONA 
DOLENJASHVILI
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Rights sold to:
MEMPIS 
Il Saggio Publishing, 
Centro Culturale Studi 
Storici. Italy. 2008

The book is about a real life of the city of ghosts, 
their struggle to save their own as well as the lives 
of their loved ones, terrorism, persecution, fear, star-
vation and love hiding among the city ruins. What 
is the limit of human endurance and how does war 
transfer our nature? Who are those people who have 
witnessed the present-day apocalypse and whose 
experience of the five-year war is outweighed by 
that of mere five minutes? The narrative is about the 
ghosts of Aleppo, the stories that verge on imaginary 
and real, balancing between life and death. 

THE CITY OF GHOSTS
Novel. Georgian. 250 pages 
Will be published: December, 2017 
Rights held: World Rights

In the novel, the events take their start in the Georgia 
of the 1990s and tell us about a painter girl from Tbili-
si who is trying to escape abroad from the difficulties 
of her own country, as well as from her solitude and 
lack of love. In Europe, she becomes a famous paint-
er, but can hardly find neither her peace, nor love. 
She returns to her home country, in order to find a do-
nor for her sick child. Thus, she stumbles into an or-
ganisation which is profiting from homeless children’s 
organs. She finds herself confronted with the most 
important decision of her life, and at the same time, 
she cracks the mystery of her disappeared mother 
who had vanished without a single trace, while her 
daughter was still a child. In Memphis, the author tells 
about the contemporary crisis of the western world, 
and the role of the own country in the context of mod-
ern world: Is her country nothing but a donor, a still 
healthy transplant for old Europe, or does she have 
some other, more important mission?

Memphis
Novel. Georgian. 256 pages 
Published: 2016 
Rights held: World Rights

Backlist

English sample translation 
available
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Born in 1931, Tamaz Chiladze is one of the most recognized 
Georgian writer, playwright and poet.

He published his first collection of poetry in 1956. Since that time many 
of his fiction, non-fiction and poetry books have been published and 
today they are considered to be the classics of Georgian literature. 

Notable novels: NOON (1963), A POOL (1972), A CACTUS 
GARDEN (1994), BREUGHEL’S MOON (2007).

Tamaz Chiladze’s works are translated into different languages of 
the world, among them into English, Russian, Ukrainian, Albanian, 
Arabic, Latvian, Lithuanian, Czech, Serb and many others. 

Tamaz Chiladze worked for famous Georgian magazine Tsiskari (The 
Daybreak) (1958-64), was chief editor of the magazine Sabchota 
Khelovneba (The Soviet Art) (1973-81), from 1991 he was reading 
a course of lectures in dramaturgy at Georgia’s Theater and Cinema 
Institute, in 1997-2008 he was chief editor of the magazine Mnatobi 
(The Luminary).

His plays are staged at theatres, both in Georgia and abroad (in the 
form of television performances).

The plays were staged by celebrated Georgian producers.

In 1992 he was awarded SHOTA RUSTAVELI Prize.

In 1996 the radio broadcasting corporation of Western Germany 
awarded him the first prize for the play THE QUARTET OF THE 
PARADISE.

In 1999 he was nominated for the title of the International Personality 
of 1999-2000 by the Cambridge International Center of Biographies.

TAMAZ 
CHILADZE 
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The BRUEGHEL MOON is one of Tamaz 
Chiladze’s most acclaimed novels, presenting 
work that blends the genres of post-modernism, 
magical realism and science fiction. The novel is 
about an individual’s solitude which is particularly 
acutely felt in the modern world of the hitherto 
unseen technological progress.

The main character of the book is a well-known 
psychotherapist, whose wife, as the novel opens, 
is leaving him for a better life and like many left 
behind in the break-up of a marriage, he becomes 
lost in a world of fantasy, doubt and desperate 
attempts to regain his life. 

The plot focuses on a rather dramatic relationship 
between the protagonist and two woman, who 
enter his life after his wife’s departure – an 
astrophysicist Nunu, his middle-aged patient, 
whose husband has committed suicide, and Ana-
Maria, the wife of a foreign ambassador, whose 
family believes she needs treatment. It transpires 
that she is the daughter of an astrophysicist and 
the Guest from the outer space, who was stranded 
on Earth after his aircraft had an accident.

In the course of Tamaz Chiladze’s surprising no  -
vel very different characters appear in the narra-
tive: doctors, embassy employees, the state se-
curity officers, lunatics and dissidents locked in 
the Soviet psychiatric institutions...

BRUEGHEL’S MOON
Novel. Georgian. 148 pages 
Published: 2007
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
BRUEGHEL’S MOON
(novel)
Dalkey Archieve Press, 
USA, 2014;
Fan Noli, Albania, 2016;
Sefsafa Publishing, 
Egypt, 2016

English and Russian complete 
translations available
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Born in 1950, Lasha Tabukashvili is a contemporary Georgian writer 
and playwright. 

His literary debut took place in the magazine Tsiskari with the story A 
BOY WAS KILLED in 1969. He has about 20 stories published. They 
are translated into various languages (one of his stories GOODBYE, 
MY LADY was published in Tokyo in a literary almanac of European 
writers in the Japanese language).

Lasha Tabukashvili is also the author of plays (A WOUND; IT IS 
SPRING BEYOND THE SHUTTERS; AN OLD WALTZ; THEY ARE 
TAMING A SPARROW-HAWK; ROADS GOING TOWARDS YOU, 
BUT HE HAS NOT ALLOWED IT TO ME; IN THE PLACE OF A 
FORMER CHURCH; WHAT DOES IT MATTER THAT THE WET 
LILAC IS WET?; SNOW-WHITE SNOW; AN ASTEROID) staged at 
almost all the academic theatres of the former Soviet Union, also in 
Czechoslovakia, Germany and translated into many languages.

In 1998-1999 the well-known New-York Eugene O’Neill drama center 
twice enrolled Lasha Tabukashvili into the list of the best playwrights 
of the 20th century, and after the millennium he found himself in the 
list of a hundred best playwrights of all times.

In 2006 he was awarded SHOTA RUSTAVELI PRIZE and in 2017 
literary prize SABA.

GIVE US ANOTHER SMILE, GWYNPLAINE is Lasha Tabukashvili’s 
first novel published in 2014 by Intelekti Publishing.

LASHA 
TABUKASHVILI
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The novel has two protagonists: Beka Ishkhneli, 
24, and Lazare Ishkhneli, 62. The former lives 
in Tbilisi, Georgia, the latter is an American. 
However, it can be said that these two are halves 
of one entity split in two. Lazare’s father, Otar 
Ishkhneli was one of the conspirators of the 
1924 anti-Soviet rebellion. It was in that distant 
year that the Ishkhneli family split: the idealist 
stayed behind, while the rationally practical one 
emigrated. This seems to be the reason that Beka 
and Lazare fail to understand each other, both 
having their own, diagonally opposing viewpoints.

Having arrived to Georgia, Lazare finds himself 
in the country of paradoxes. It is the place where 
they start business without a comprehensive plan, 
where nurses allow themselves to teach surgeons 
because they believe they are more nationally-
minded. It is the country where con men spent 
more money on entertaining those they are going 
to trick than what they get from their  deception.

The novel opens with a gunshot – the artist shoots 
at his self-portrait, symbolically executing himself. 
The motive of self-destruction becomes one of 
the focal points of the narrative.

GIVE US ANOTHER SMILE, GWYNPLAINE was 
shortlisted in literary prize SABA for the best 
novel of the year 2015.

GIVE US ANOTHER SMILE, 
GWYNPLAINE
Novel. Georgian. 312 pages 
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English complete translation 
available
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Born in 1974, Beka Kurkhuli is contemporary Georgian Writer. He 
graduated from Tbilisi Experimental School 1 in 1991 and studied 
theater art (Tamaz Chiladze’s workshop) at the Shota Rustaveli 
Theatrical Institute in Tbilisi during the years 1991-1996.

His first novellas were printed in 1991. Following this, his short 
stories were systematically printed in Georgian literary magazines 
and newspapers.

He was a reporter in Georgian and Caucasian conflict regions for 
the newspaper Dilis Gazeti (The Morning Paper) in 1999-2004, 
frequently being sent to hot points. His reports came from Abkhazia 
(Gali district, Kodori Valley), the Tskhinvali region (Tskhinvali, Nikozi, 
Didi Liakhvi Valley, Tamarasheni), North Ossetia and Ingushetia 
(Vladikavkaz, Nazran, Magas), Azerbaijan (Baku) and the Pankisi 
Valley.

Books he has published: PERIOD... LOST PEOPLE FROM A LOST 
TERRITORY (2004); A HOME FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE (2005); 
A MEETING AFTER THE FACT (2010); A STORY OF TWO MOONS 
(2011); A SHORT SUMMER NIGHT (2012); CITY IN THE SNOW 
(2013); NOTES 1993-2011 (2013); OPEN DOOR COUNTRY (2014); 
RUNAWAYS FROM PARADISE (2015).

BEKA 
KURKHULI
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RUNAWAYS FROM PARADISE is a creative 
retrospective of Georgia’s most recent past. An 
odyssey of three friends unfolds with heart-touching 
stories against the backdrop of a complex and 
contradictory epoch having a sad and sometimes 
tragic essence.

This book is an epos in preserving all the rules of the 
epic genre – a long and tense adventure, countless 
characters, and the dramatization of their stories 
considered with mathematical precision from the 
1980s, the final days of the Soviet epoch, to the 
most recent events.

Ele Lezhava, the novel’s principal female character, 
loves three boys simultaneously – three childhood 
friends (Dzia Barada,  Dzesna Lale, and Now Look 
What I Should Do Temura), growing up before their 
eyes. The men are also head-over-heels for Ele 
Lezhava. The story of “a complex country” having 
gone through extremely difficult years due to a 
lack of knowledge about freedom and many other 
things as well, takes shape against the backdrop 
of these three friends, their strange love, and their 
circle of friends and acquaintances.

The most recent history of the Caucasus is 
expressed in Beka Kurkhuli’s novel with intensive 
and naturalistic passages, the grotesque, humor, 
and profound judgment through his own wistful, 
tragic people starting out with freedom.

RUNAWAYS FROM PARADISE was the winner 
of the literary SABA Award in the category “The 
Year’s Best Novel” in 2016.

RUNAWAYS FROM 
PARADISE
Novel. Georgian. 632 pages 
Published: 2016 
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
NAMES OF MY 
HAIL-FELLOWS 
(short story) 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Kalem 
Agency, Turkey, 2017

English sample translation available
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Born in 1980, Nino Sadghobelashvili is contemporary Georgian 
writer, poet, playwright. 

In 2002 she graduated from the Literature Department of the State 
Institute of Culture. Apart from teaching, she worked for the literature 
section of the Patriarchate Radio.

Intelekti published her following works: THE FLANNELETTE 
PARADISE (short stories, 2006), MIDNIGHT LULLABY (poems, 
2008), WINGS AND HANDS (poems, 2011), THE LILAC SEASON 
(short stories, 2013), THE SHELTER (short novel, 2013), PREGNANT 
(novel, 2013), A SECOND HERE, A SECOND THERE (novel, 2013), 
2 books of trilogy Treasure Theatre: THE MISTERY OF SEVEN 
SONGS (2015) and THE GOLDEN SWORD (2016).

In 2007 Giorgi Sikharulidze staged her play THE FLANNELETTE 
PARADISEIN Lado Meskhishvili Drama Theatre in Kutaisi. In 2010 
Avto Varsimashvili produced a film of the same title.

Several plays by Nino Sadghobelashvili were staged in different 
Georgian theatres. Since 2012 she has worked in the film  studio 
Khomli.

NINO 
SADGHOBELASHVILI
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THE GOLDEN SWORD
Fantasy. Georgian. 196 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

THE MYSTERY OF 
SEVEN SONGS
Fantasy. Georgian 350 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

Inspired by Georgian folklore, myths and legends, 
both books are part of the cycle telling about the 
adventures of the TREASURE THEATRE. 
Taia, a girl with fiery hair, and Batu, a boy from the 
lost city, meet each other in the puppet theatre: she 
helps her blind father with the puppets, especially 
with their eyes, while Batu makes the necessary 
settings and props.
Both have an undisclosed secret which, in fact, they 
are not aware of until they meet each other and until 
the time is right for the secret to come out.
THE MYSTERY OF SEVEN SONGS is about the 
history of Taia’s family name, Gabur. In the modern 
world the little girl is destined to reverse the curse 
put on her family many years ago. She needs all 
her courage and a lot of selflessness, as well as her 
devoted friends.
The adventures of Taia and Batu continue in THE 
GOLDEN SWORD, where he becomes the main 
character. His mission is to retrieve the golden 
sword thrust into the Pontos Sea by Leviathan. It 
is necessary to activate Captain Ezra Kharib’s ship 
because it’s the only vessel capable of crossing the 
Pontos so that Batu can return to his home town 
where his elderly parents await him. The town was 
captured during the great war and isolated from the 
rest of the country.
Mysteries of the mountains and the sea, Georgian 
myths and legends are skillfully woven into the 
compelling narrative, which will prove to be extremely 
interesting for foreign readers as they will surely 
open a whole new world of rich folklore.
The author is currently finishing her third book of the 
series, but has a plan of total five books of the cycle.

Rights sold to:
THE SHELTER
(novel) 
Gece Kitaplığı, Turkey, 
2016

GOGIA 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian 
Prose Anthology, ADK 
Publishing, Azerbaijan 
2015

7 NAMES – MODERN 
GEORGIAN POETRY, 
Antares Pubishing, 
Armenia, 2015

GEORGIAN WOMAN 
ANTHOLOGY, Edition 
Fünf, Germany, 2018

BAMBAZINE 
PARADISE 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018
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English sample 
translation 
available

Doctor L. S. takes a trip to a little-known shelter. 
He has seven days to complete his professional 
duty. The short novel is made of his daily records 
which he keeps during his visit. Consequently 
the reader can learn about it from this seven-day 
chronicle, where seven certainly carries its sacral 
connotation but is also enriched with certain real-
life escapades.

How can anyone’s life change in just seven days? 
And how can the change be brought about by a 
group of pariahs? What secrets does the shelter 
hide, the place forgotten by many but rather 
attractive for others? The reader will find many 
questions and discover their answers in the novel. 

THE SHELTER
Novel. Georgian. 108 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights
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Pregnant
Novel. Georgian. 276 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

The author’s style is an excellent example of what a poet’s 
prose can be and the other way round. Nino Sadghobelashvili’s 
prose abounds in poetic imagery, while her poetry is enriched 
with the traits typical for the prose.

The present novel certainly belongs to the writer equally 
comfortable with poetry and prose. Along with the plot depths, 
the poetic text makes it an involving reading. “Andy suffered 
from a weird thing: when she was distressed, her hair ached. 
Yes, ached. She felt each and every hair, felt how they grew, 
rose and got heavier, adding a kilo, then another, then another 
ten... In order to get rid of the pain, she would shave off her 
hair. And walked around like the last happy person. Last 
because happiness, Andy thought, was the quality alien to 
humans. There was no such thing, we just pick it along the 
way, Andy used to say. And if for some reason it sticks to us 
for a long time, we’re doomed... for non-being”.

The author’s style is an excellent example of what a poet’s 
prose can be and the other way round. Nino Sadghobelashvili’s 
prose abounds in poetic imagery, while her poetry is enriched 
with the traits typical for the prose.

The present novel certainly belongs to the writer equally 
comfortable with poetry and prose. Along with the plot depths, 
the poetic text makes it an involving reading. “Andy suffered 
from a weird thing: when she was distressed, her hair ached. 
Yes, ached. She felt each and every hair, felt how they grew, 
rose and got heavier, adding a kilo, then another, then another 
ten... In order to get rid of the pain, she would shave off her 
hair. And walked around like the last happy person. Last 
because happiness, Andy thought, was the quality alien to 
humans. There was no such thing, we just pick it along the 
way, Andy used to say. And if for some reason it sticks to us 
for a long time, we’re doomed... for non-being”.

A Second Here, 
A Second There
Novel. Georgian. 206 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English complete 
translation 
available

English sample 
translation 
available
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Irakli Charkviani (1961-2006) was a Georgian poet, prose writer and 
musician, later known under his alias ‘Mepe’ (‘The King’). 

Charkviani was born into an élite family in Tbilisi. His father, Gela 
Charkviani, a celebrity journalist and diplomat was Georgia’s 
ambassador to the United Kingdom, while the author’s grandfather 
– Candide Charkviani was the First Secretary General of the Central 
Committee for the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

Irakli graduated from the Department of Western European and 
American Literature of Tbilisi State University and also had attended 
Oxford Summer Course in World Literature. But the fame came with 
his music, at the beginning of 90s’ when a young performer captured 
the Georgian scene with absolutely new ideas in music and poetry. 
He became one of the founders of an art-union Reactive Club, later 
named the Poets Order, confronting all the widespread norms and 
clichés turning out to be a brand new and revolutionary event in 
Georgia. His eccentric image and poetry, mixed with alternative rock, 
electronic music and hip hop proved to be a significant influence on 
Georgian alternative music in the 1990s’. Charkviani’s album APREN 
(You are Going Crazy) in 1997, followed by the single SAKARTVELO 
(Georgia) in 1999 took him to a higher level of fame, making him an 
idol for thousands of Georgians. Along with his musical career his 
verses and short stories were published in periodical editions and 
magazines. In the 2000s’ Irakli offered to his fans several significant 
albums and chose the pseudonym of ‘Mepe’. Irakli Charkviani was 
found dead on February 24th 2006. After musician’s death, interest for 
his literary legacy is increasing day by day and his autobiographical 
novel, A PEACFUL SWIM, is one of the bestselling books in Georgia.

IRAKLI 
CHARKVIANI
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On one hand, The Story of the King of One is 
narrated in Irakli Charkviani’s novel – a real story 
in regard to how a Georgian rock star was born 
as a king at 43 years old and on the other hand 
there is a description of Rumi’s – a terrorist from 
Kabul – final ordeals as he is sitting in the cabin of 
an airplane before hitting the bomb switch.

From the modern works of world literature it 
is possible for A PEACEFUL SWIM to have a 
comparison to Haruki Murakami’s novel KAFKA 
ON THE SHORE in which the odd chapters tell 
us about the story of one person and the even 
chapters narrate about a second one. But the 
fates of both these people draw closer to each 
other and combine together at some point. The 
lives of the King and Rumi develop parallel to 
each other, as if their fate is chained together and 
is the expression of the dual nature of one person. 
One is a principle of construction, the other – of 
destruction.

The life and consciousness of Irakli Charkviani 
was probably marked most of all by the tragic 
history of the “Airplane Boys”, which occurred 
in 1983. A PEACEFUL SWIM is a novel written 
via the stream of consciousness principle, where 
reality periodically comes up to the surface like 
mines.

A PEACFUL SWIM
Novel. Georgian. 200 pages 
Published: 2013
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
A PEACFUL SWIM
(novel)
J & D Dagyeli Verlag 
GmbH, Germany, 2018
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Father Ioseb (Soso Gachava), born in 1971, studied to be a film 
director before pursuing a clerical career. Together with his church 
duties he also taught drawing and decorative felt production in 
Samtskhe-Javakheti and Pshav-Khevsureti, the most strategically 
important border regions of Georgia.

He organized four exhibitions with his students, as well as initiated 
several significant projects in eastern Georgia, among them: 
restoration of three old churches and launching the construction 
of an important Roshka-Arkhoti highway. As a cameraman he 
documented the events of the war between Russia and Chechnya.

For the last two years Father Ioseb has lived in Prague, where he 
serves for the Orthodox Church of the Czech Republic.

Gabriel Tanie is Father Ioseb’s nom de plume. His first novel The 
SONS OF CANAAN is published by the Intelekti Publishing in 2017.

GABRIEL TANIE
(FATHER IOSEB GACHAVA)
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Recently, the position of the Georgian Orthodox 
Church and the processes inside the Patriarchate 
have been in the public spotlight. The discord 
among the clergy and the fact that they urged 
priests and their parishioners to take to the streets 
to openly oppose the LGBT activists, preventing 
them to celebrate the identity day, caused much 
controversy, especially among those who fight 
against homophobia.

The clash occurred on 17 May 2013, impelling 
Gabriel Tanie to start his diary. The questions 
raised are: the attitude of a priest when he is 
ordered to be in the capital’s main street and get 
involved in the demo in the name of Christ; what 
hides behind the discord inside the traditional 
Patriarchate and what urges a Georgian priest to 
find refuge in Prague.

THE SONS OF CANAAN is a kaleidoscopic novel, 
a world atlas which provides stories of people of 
very different origin and beliefs, but eventually the 
seemingly disconnected puzzle pieces fall into 
place to make a highly involving narrative.

Just like the children of Canaan, the characters 
of the novel come from different parts of the 
world, bringing along their religions and traditions. 
As readers get to know them, they witness the 
destruction of love by brutal power, as well as 
follow the fate of small nations within empires, 
of those living under the dictatorship of larger 
nations. And ultimately, one starts to think about 
the ways of fighting fanaticism which, in its turn, 
always opposes education.

Noah, Juma, Fatima, Saleh and Ismail are the 
main characters of the novel but the readers will 
easily recognize the prototypes they represent. 
And once again, one begins to realize the threats 
the modern world faces today. Is it possible for a 
Christian, Muslim, pagan and Buddhist to live in 
harmony on this little planet? Are there any ways 
of averting human tragedies and peacefully await 
the ship – a kind of Noah’s Ark, the symbol of 
freedom – to take them to a new world and new 
discoveries?       

THE SONS OF 
CANAAN
Novel. Georgian. 450 pages
Published: 2017
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available
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Born in 1984 Vakhtang Mosiashvili known under his pen name Toresa 
Mossy is a screenwriter and musician. Years ago several of his 
stories were published in various literary publications and received 
a positive critical response though for wider audience he emerged 
on Georgian literary scene as an interesting blogger of popular 
newspaper Kviris Palitra. His debut romantic novel WISDOM OF 
FANCY, published in 2013 immediately captured readers’ attention 
and won the major literary award of the year. Later Ladder Studio’ 
eleased a comedy film GIVI (producer Duta Skhirtladze) based on 
Mossy’s script. In 2015 his second book including short stories and 
a novel I/YOU are Christ was published. In 2016 Intelekti Publishing 
published his new novel WAS, which has been already shortlisted for 
very important Georgian literary prizes in the nomination of the best 
novel of the year (2017). 

TORESA MOSSY
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The present novel is the third written by a young 
Georgian author – a musician, screenplay writer, 
social activist and winner of the literary award 
Saba. She continues the tradition of selecting 
Telavi, a small town in eastern Georgia, as a 
setting for her novels.

The discovery of an old manuscript in an antique 
shop might indicate either an academic interest or 
something more of a detective nature. The thrilling 
plot involves reactionary local radio presenter, a 
modern family with their electronic music parties 
and a brotherhood of monks, bringing extremely 
different characters together and often causing a 
clash of the old and the new, the past and the 
present. In fact, a sting of unimaginable events 
follows, some of them utterly incredible.

WAS
Novel. Georgian. 316 pages 
Published: 2016 
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation soon 
will be provided
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Born in 1967, Gela Chkvanava is a contemporary Georgian writer. 

He finished school in Sukhumi and graduated from the Philology 
Department of Sukhumi State University. In 1986-88 he served in 
the army. After the Abkhazia War he has lived in Tbilisi with a refugee 
status.

He tried many professions but has been regularly publishing his 
works since 2002. In 2007-2009 he was published in Russia in 
magazines Neva, Druzhba narodov and Krechatik.

In 2002 he won the competition organized by the Diogene Publishers. 
The same year he won the third prize in the competition by the 
literary association KVALI.

Gela Chkvanava is the author of collections of short stories and a 
novel: LOCAL COLORING (short stories, 2004); TOREADORS 
(Georgian and Russian bilingual edition, 2006); ON FACEBOOK 
(short stories, 2014); THE DESERT OF DEAD SAND (novel, 2014).

GELA 
CHKVANAVA
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The characters of very different social back-
grounds demonstrate a frightening nature hidden 
deep inside them – uncurbed ambitions and 
pathological drive which push them to their doom. 
Here everyone is alone only confronted by the 
sand-colour Death that has no shadow. In fact 
it is their self-reflection they dread so much but 
are driven to in their desperation. Here everyone 
carries the burden of their past sins, just like a 
caravan lost among the endless sand dunes.

THE DESERT OF DEAD Sand was shortlisted in 
literary prize SABA for the best novel of the year 
2015.

THE DESERT OF DEAD 
SAND
Novel. Georgian. 188 pages 
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
ABOUT FACEBOOK 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian 
Prose Anthology, ADK 
Publishing, Azerbaijan, 
2015

DAREJAN 
KVARATSKHELIA’S 
REVENGE
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Kalem 
Agency, Turkey 2017

ABOUT FACEBOOK 
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma 
Press, UK, 2017

English sample translation available
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Born in 1974, a writer, playwright and screenplay author, graduated 
Tamaz Chiladze’s Studio of the Rustaveli Film and Theatre University 
in 1996. His prose has been published in various Georgian periodicals 
since 1994.

In 2011-2012 he participated in the Royal Court Theatre two-year 
project New Writing organized by the British Council Tbilisi and the 
Tumanishvili Foundation. His prose collections include: BEFORE 
THE TRAIN COMES IN (2007), THE CALL OF THE SLEEPING 
CYCLOPS (2011) AND THE TASMANIAN TIGER (2013). 

Bacho Kvirtia is the recipient of the following literary awards: the 
First Prize of the PEN-MARATHON contest (2007); the First Prize of 
the TSERO (HERON) contest (2007); the SABA Prize for the Best 
Prose Debut (for the collection Before the TRAIN COMES IN, 2008); 
Guram Rcheulishvili Prize ALAVERDI for the Best Short Story 
(2011); nomination for SABA for the Best Prose Collection (2014); 
the Second Prize of Goderdzi Chokheli contest ERTGULEBA 
(Loyalty, 2015); the LITERATURE AND ART PRIZE TBILISI for the 
Best Prose Piece (2016).

Since 2011 he is the member of the Georgian Pen Club. 

His debut novel INGA’S CORDUROY JACKET (The Intelekti 
Publishing) is due to come out by the end of 2017.

BACHO 
KVIRTIA 
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The narrative, form and style of the novel are far 
from even: time and space, characters, geography 
and language change all the time.

There are several central characters in the novel: 
Marina and Ilia, a refugee couple from Abkhazia, 
who took the perilous mountain pass to escape 
the war and lost their daughter on the way; Inga, 
a Lithuanian living in Munich. She is nineteen, 
a Goth, gripped by nihilism and constantly 
contemplating suicide. One day, when refreshing 
her clothes, she sews letters sealed in a plastic 
package into the lining of her corduroy jacket 
and then takes it to a secondhand shop together 
with other discarded items. Bero, Marina and 
Ilia’s neighbour, a 25-year old young man, works 
in night shifts in a printing house. He dreams of 
immigrating to New Zealand to herd sheep there.

Among several love stories of the novel, the 
relationship between Bero and Inga is central. 
When Bero buys the corduroy jacket in a shop, 
he discovers her letters and after reading them, 
he decides to find her. A long, arduous search 
follows, but finally, the two young people meet 
by chance, indicating a new beginning for both of 
them.               

INGA’S CORDUROY JACKET
Novel. Georgian. 270 pages 
Will be published: December, 2017 
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
PATAGONIA
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma 
Press, UK, 2017
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Born in 1971, graduated from Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State 
University. In 1994-2000 he was the deputy editor of the literary 
magazine XX Century, in 2000-2004 the editor of the English-
language magazine New Century published in Georgia.

His publications include prose collections and a novel: 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY IN PROFILE (1999); DHAULAGIRI: ABC (The 
Annapurna Base Camp), 2005; NON-FLIGHT DAYS (2005); DON’T 
COME UP, SUN (2009); IN THE SHADOW OF SHIPS (2012); THE 
THIRD EYE (2016) and 13 DAYS (2016). 

REZO 
TABUKASHVILI 
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The narrative circles around the generation which 
was 18-19 years old in the 1990s, but is in their 
forties at the time of the events depicted in the 
novel, so the time span covers about twenty-
twenty-five years.
The novel starts with Tina seeking help of a 
psychotherapist because of her depressed state. 
Instead of talking about the traumatic incident she 
had experienced, she prefers to write about it. 
Sandro, the therapist, agrees to such an unusual 
method, which ultimately creates one of the main, 
namely, epistolary narrative plot lines. On the 
whole, it tells about the love between Tina and 
Gege, as perceived by Tina.
Sandro is a highly experienced specialist, 
with many success stories to his practice, so 
there might be nothing new in her writings, but 
surprisingly, the events described by Tina are 
directly connected to his personal life: quite 
unexpectedly, the written account of his patient 
opens his old wounds.
The reader is required to follow the narrative very 
closely, paying attention to every single detail 
because each one of them is significant: who is 
the incognito patient, or who is Tina, the author 
of these diary entries, or who is Lika, the woman 
who appears in the second part of the diary and 
topples the entire story?
From the very beginning one feels that the story is 
destined to end fatally, so there is no expectation 
of a happy end. But on the other hand, the end 
the author offers following the prompt from his 
own characters might be the most logical and the 
happiest.
Rezo Tabukashvili is seen as one of the most 
outstanding Georgian writers, so his books are 
invariably awaited with huge interest, when the 
readers expect fascinating adventures complete 
with an array of emotions, starting with deep 
sorrow and ending with great joy.    

13 DAYS
Novel. Georgian. 206 pages 
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
13 DAYS
(novel)
Gece Kitaplığı, 
Turkey, 2017
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Born in 1971 is a successful contemporary Georgian poet. He 
graduated from Tbilisi State University, in 1993, majoring in History. 
Later he studied at Rothenburg Goethe Institute, Germany and took 
classes in literature in Perugia, Italy. He is the author of numerous 
poetry collections; some of his poems, translated into Slovenian 
language, appeared in the book DNEVI PEEZIJE IN VINA, MEDANA 
and in GORISKA BRDA in early 2000s. Gaga Nakhutrishvili is co-
author of well-known marionette play MOUU, which was staged in 
the Basement Theatre in Tbilisi. In 2003, the author was awarded 
the SABA literary prize for the best poetry collection. Gaga 
Nakhutrshvili is regarded as one of the most productive poets of his 
generation who actively publishes his new works and continues to 
surprise the reader with his sincere, unexpected and on the same 
time rich poetic language and images. Gaga’s works are translated 
into French, Slovenian, German and English languages. Till present 
Gaga Nakhutsrishvili works as a lecturer at the Ilia State University, 
Tbilisi. Nakhutsrishvili’s poems have been translated into French, 
Slovenian, German and English and published in several anthologies 
among them: Anthology of Georgian poets - Arc publication 2016, 
UK; Anthology of Georgian Poetry through the ages: ICH ABER 
WILL DEM KAUKASOS ZU… - Pop Verlag 2015, Germany. 

Published books: TREATY OF STUPIDITY (2015); TWO THOUSAND 
13 (2014); STROPHE (2012); MUEE (co-author with Zurab 
Kikodze) (2012); BEYOND THE HORIZON (2012) THE GIRL AND 
EUROPE (2009); Unusual Times (2007); UNEXPECTEDLY (2006); 
DEPARTURE AND EXPECTATIONS (2002); SIMPLICITY(2000); 
SENSELESS TRAVELER (1996)

AWARDS: Literary Award SABA 2003 in category the best poetry 
collection for Departure and Expectations.

GAGA 
NAKHUTSRISHVILI
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A middle-aged writer arrives in a seaside town to 
work in solitude on his novel about his ancestors – 
the victims of the Soviet purges.
Being on his own and watching the winter sea, 
brings his memories back: he remembers his 
childhood and adolescence, his first love, in fact, 
his entire life. The reader follows the history of three 
generations: those who suffered when the country 
was taken by the Red Army, those who somehow 
survived the ensuing years of oppression and the 
generation born in independent Georgia.
The 1924 rebellion was brutally suppressed by 
the authorities and the writer’s family was one 
of those that experienced all the hardship of the 
time. It is by accident that the writer discovers his 
grandmother’s diary narrating about the tragic 
events. Little by little the memories come back: 
Granny telling about her sad story, about the fate of 
the rebels, about treachery and crumbling human 
relationships, the inability to help when it was vital 
to stand by each other.
The second plot line develops against the backdrop 
of the Russia-Georgia war in Abkhazia. The fate of 
the generation, of the cannon fodder in the unfair 
war, is shown through the adventure of the writer’s 
friend who volunteered to fight defending the 
integrity of his country.
The novel includes diary entries of a young woman 
the writer met at the conference on physics held in 
the seaside town. They soon become friends and it 
seems that she is destined to help him forget about 
his past and return to reality.

THE WINTER SEA
Novel. Georgian. 230 pages 
Will be published: December, 2017
Rights held: World Rights
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Born in 1980, Guram Megrelishvili is contemporary Georgian writer 
and screenwriter. 

He is the author of three collections of short stories, three novels, 
two plays and two screenplays.

He wrote the novel about the 2008 Russian-Georgian conflict, which 
due to its tense plot and somewhat subjective naturalism has no 
alternative among other books about the recent war.

Guram Megrelishvili was the leading script writer of the Georgian 
large budget film SEAZONE. His play HOW TO MAKE A BOY 
devoted to the problem of violence was awarded the UN spe cial 
prize.

GURAM 
MEGRELISHVILI
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An unsuccessful writer agrees to participate in an 
experiment which aims at enabling a mediocre 
writer to produce a piece of fiction of the highest 
quality.

The research is financed by The Twins and 
Brothers, a well-known charity which had funded 
several questionable undertakings, such as 
Cornelius Rhoads’ medical and the controversial 
‘Fear as Motivation’ experiments carried out in 
Japan. The legend has it that the founders of 
The Twins and Brothers were the Gould brothers, 
the sons of Ana Gould, the last woman burnt at 
the stake. Apparently, they had sworn on their 
mother’s ashes to revenge over the religious 
ignorance.

They believe that rather than separating people 
into racial, language or religious groups, the 
society should be divided into mental classes. 
Being the most progressive and advanced 
mentally, this dominant group will lead mankind. If 
the experiment proves worthwhile, the new model 
of the world order will be financed by The Twins 
and Brothers. 

What happens when the basic human rights are 
violated in the name of good? What happens 
to the system which gets out of control? The 
readers can find out about these issues in the 
novel MODEL 18/12. The reading is even more 
interesting because the novel is written in ‘how to 
write a novel’ style.

MODEL 18/12
Novel. Georgian. 210 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
MODEL 18/12 
(Novel)
Fan Noli, Albania, 2015

BROTHERS
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018

Russian complete translation 
available
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Born in 1986, Zviad Kvaratskhelia is contemporary Georgian Writer. 

In 2008 graduated from the Faculty of Jurisprundence, Shota 
Meskhia Zugdidi State Institute.

In 2007-2008 he was art editor of the public magazine Premieri, 
in 2010-2011 deputy editor of the magazine Kartuli Mtserloba. He 
works at the publishing houses Intelekti and Artanuji as coordinator 
of publication projects and editor in chief. He is the author and editor 
of several publication projects. Since January 2013 he is a blogger 
of internet magazine mastsavlebeli.ge

He has published short stories, miniatures and literary-documentary 
essays in Georgian periodicals, and also collected stories: 
MARJVE NA (2005), KARAGMA (2006), ULTIMUM (2008), ILIA IN 
SAMEGRELO (2009), FONTANELLE (2011). In 2013 his first novel 
02:40PM was published.

ZVIAD 
KVARATSKHELIA
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The novel has three main characters who spend 
their summer holidays in a village. Koka and Lexo 
are in love with Nata, vying for her attention. One 
August afternoon when they are fishing in the river, 
Koka tosses the line and the hook damages Nata’s 
eye, leaving her blind in that eye and permanently 
disfigured.
The accident proved so traumatic that the friends drift 
apart for a long time. The psychological trauma and 
discrimination on the part of the society impel Nata to 
move to the US to continue her studies. Koka stays 
in the capital and is heavily involved in gambling. 
Despite initial good luck, he lives under a constant 
threat, facing numerous problems connected with 
the highly criminalized industry. His disagreements 
with the legal system as well as with his gambling 
partners often lead to bloody encounters. Lexo takes 
up a teaching job in a village school, becoming an 
eminent figure in the region. Various political parties 
soon get interested in the young man of exceptional 
skills and untainted past. Eventually, he stops 
resisting the temptation and finds himself in the 
midst of a heated political process.
The life of Georgians in immigration, the fate of an 
ordinary man pressurized by the political turmoil, 
gambling and its fatal consequences are the main 
themes for the author. At the end of the novel the 
three characters meet again only to give a new 
impetus to their nearly forgotten love triangle. 
As for the title: in checkers the idea of the huff is that 
if a player refuses to make an available jump, the 
opposing player can remove the piece that should 
have jumped. The rule is extended into the novel: a 
young person’s free will to choose between action 
and inaction.

HUFF
Novel. Georgian. 230 pages
Will be published: March, 2018
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
02:40PM 
(Novel) 
Gece Kitaplığı, 
Turkey, 2016; 
MAGANA 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Short 
Stories, Gece Kitaplığı, 
Turkey, 2015; 
Modern Georgian 
Prose Anthology, ADK 
Publishing, Azerbaijan, 
2015;
SHVINDA 
(short story) 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Kalem Agency, 
Turkey 2017
NOBEL LECTURE OF 
GEGE MUKHBANIAN 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018
PERIDE 
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma Press, 
UK, 2017



Backlist

02:40PM is a detective novel by Zviad 
Kvaratskhelia having a tragic and multi-layered 
story as the basis for its plot. 

The main character of the novel – Zaza Zandukeli 
– is a writer who has an elderly grandmother and 
has been unemployed for quite some time. One 
day he receives a call from a certain film studio 
with the offer to write a script. Through this Zaza is 
given the means to write that which has troubled 
him for years – the story of Martha’s suicide, a 
former lover.

Martha and Zaza are childhood friends. Martha’s 
family is overcome by serious moral and 
existential problems. Her brother is arrested 
and her mother however goes abroad to work. 
Promising the welfare and release of her brother, 
an investigator goes to her with a specific plan of 
action and offers to strike a deal.

As a result of severe psychological pressure and 
being spied on daily, Martha willing agrees to the 
deal – sexual contact with some boys of her age. 
Yet she realizes very soon that she is spiritually 
and physically broken and ruined and hangs 
herself in her room.

This event – the sexual act and the suicide 
occurring afterwards – doesn’t pass without 
a trace for those five boys. They grow up, part 
from each over the years, and choose their own 
path in life, yet they are haunted by the evil deed 
committed during their younger years for the rest 
of their lives. 02:40PM he winner of the 2013 
SABA Award in the category The Year’s Best 
Novel.

02:40PM
Novel. Georgian. 222 pages
Published: 2013
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available
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Born in 1974, she graduated from the History Department of Ivane 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi University, in 2008 she completed her MA in 
Media Management and Journalism in GIPA. She has worked for 
numerous periodicals since 1996.

Her first story The Morning Before Christmas was published in 
Literaturuli Gazeti in 2013. In 2014 the publishing house Intelekti 
collected her stories that appeared in periodicals in a separate edition 
TEA-TIME STORIES. The book includes ADA AND EVE, the story 
which received the third prize of the literary competition TSERO. 
It also became the bestseller  of the bookshop Santa Esperanza. 
Soon the story was included in the annual selection of THE BEST 15 
STORIES published by Bakur Sulakauri Publisher.

TEA-TIME STORIES was nominated for the 2014 SABA prize for 
the Best Debut.

RUSUDAN 
RUKHADZE
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The prose collection consists of ten stories 
covering different topics and featuring different 
characters. The common trait observed among the 
characters is their ability of synesthetic perception 
of the world and their unquenched passion for 
playing games. The stories introduce Jean, a 
suicidal tourist tormented by constant pain and 
seeking a legal opportunity to end his life in a 
foreign country; Hoya, a student of a girl’s classical 
school, whose parents abandoned her because of 
her gender; also, the residents of a typical Tbilisi 
courtyard, where everyone prays to a different god 
but uses the same toilet. The laconic narrative with 
a distinct cinematographic style enables the reader 
to partake in space and time travel as well as to 
experience an unforgettable adventure.

Together with her previous collection, THE TEA 
TIME STORIES, Rusudan Rukhadze’s stories 
have been published in various anthologies and 
are translated into the English, German, Turkish 
and Azerbaijan languages.   

ONE OF YOU BETRAYS ME was awarded 
literary prize SABA 2017 for the best short stories 
collection of the year.

ONE OF YOU BETRAYS ME
Short Stories. Georgian. 200 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
ADA AND EVA
(Short story)
Modern Georgian 
Prose Anthology, ADK 
Publishing, Azerbaijan, 
2015;

MY DAD AFTER MY 
MOM
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma 
Press, UK, 2017

PLAYING IN FORZA’S 
TRAP 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018

GEORGIAN WOMAN 
ANTHOLOGY, Edition 
Fünf, Germany, 2018
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Born in 1979. In 2002 she graduated from Tbilisi State University, 
earning degree in International Journalism. More than fifteen years 
she is engaged in the field of journalism. seven years ago Nino 
Tarkhnishvili joined the team of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
and since then works there as a reporter. Simultaneously Nino leads 
an active writing career.

Tarkhnishvili’s debut book – a collection of literary miniatures and 
assays QALTARAFERA (an old term from Georgian mountainous 
region, meaning - not woman alike ) was published in 2006. Since 
then author’s various stories are permanently being published in 
leading Georgian literary periodicals and are included in various 
contemporary prose anthologies. In 2010 was published her second 
collection of short stories Title on the 37th Page, which evoked much 
controversy among Georgian audience and was evaluated as one of 
the most sincere, brave and appealing texts of the new voices from 
Georgia; the following year it was shortlisted for the literary award 
SABA as the best prose collection of 2011. Nino Tarkhnishvili has 
received several literary prizes for her short prose and is finalist of 
different literary festivals and contests, including Pen-Marathon, and 
brand new literature festival Insomnia, launched by Karchkhadze 
Publishing. In 2014, in the framework of Frankfurt Literary Salon her 
short story LUCK, FLUCK AND JUCK was translated into German. 
This year (2015) Intelekti Publishing published Nino Tarkhnishvili’s 
highly unticipated book NINO’S NOTES, which became an instant 
success from the day of its publication.

NINO 
TARKHNISHVILI
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The author opts for the social prose, complete with 
the documentary background and authenticity, 
which enables her to present the events of your 
neighbourhood, or those happening thousands of 
miles away seen in a completely new perspective.

In her stories X always equals 3: a mother, a father 
and a child always form a perpetual triangle, the 
one that can disintegrate due to certain problems. 
The author’s position is to pose questions and 
highlight the problems, showing the necessity of 
discussing them and finding the way out for those 
who believe to be caught in a vicious circle.

Nino Tarkhnishvili’s odes and stories, notes and 
miniatures are bringing together her thoughts, the 
feelings of a mother with a 47th chromosome child, 
of a single mother, the tribulations of teenagers 
and women, the everyday hardship of the working 
people as well as senders of letters and messages 
left unanswered. The collection is highly emotional, 
touching the deepest layers of one’s heart.

NINO’S NOTES
Short Stories. Georgian. 142 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

German sample translation available

Rights sold to:
LUKI, PLUKI, JUKI, 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018

GEORGIAN WOMAN 
ANTHOLOGY, Edition 
Fünf, Germany, 2018
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Nugzar Shataidze (1944-2009) was Georgian writer and screenwriter.

After finishing School no. 62 in Tbilisi, he graduated from Ivane 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, then studied physics in Georgian 
Polytechnic University.

At various times he worked as an engineer in different industries, 
then as a section head of Lelo, a sports newspaper, Head of Prose 
section in the Merani Publishing and the magazine Omega.

His first short story WHITE FLOWERS was published in 1968 in the 
literary magazine Tsiskari. Since 1979 he has published several 
collections of novellas, stories and radio plays, among them: THE 
OLD COUNTRYSIDE HOUSE (1990), NOVEMBER RAIN (1990), 
EUROPE’S NOT FOR ME (2004) AND THE OTHER RIVER BANK 
(2010). He is the author of several feature and documentary film 
scripts, among them of the popular TV series HOT DOG (co-author 
Kote Jandieri).  

NUGZAR 
SHATAIDZE
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TRIP TO AFRICA is a short story which was 
an instant success. In 2009 the director Giorgi 
Ovashvili made a film THE OTHER BANK based 
on the story. It was shown at many international 
film festivals and in over thirty countries. Nugzar 
Shataidze was awarded a prize for the Best 
Screenplay at Gonfreville Film Festival.

Story about 12 years old boy who is the refugee 
from Abkhazia, war took from him everything he 
dreamed about. This book is Tedo’s attempt to find 
again hope and faith in his own person. 

The cooperation between the writer and director 
continued with THE ISLAND, which the author saw 
as a literary screenplay for the future film called 
THE CORN ISLAND shortlisted on OSCAR 2015 
for best foreign movies among 9 best films, the 
winner of Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. 
Trieste Film festival. 

The book is about Georgian-Abkhazian relation-
ship. The action is on the small island formed after 
spring rains, were the peasants try to find rich soil 
to grow the corn. In the book on one of such is-
lands Abkhazian old man settles together with his 
grandchild, builds the wooden house and sows the 
corn. 

TRIP TO AFRICA / THE ISLAND
Short Stories. Georgian. 146 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
TRAVEL TO AFRICA 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Short 
Stories, Gece Kitaplığı, 
Turkey, 2015; 
Modern Georgian 
Prose Anthology, ADK 
Publishing, Azerbaijan 
2015

NOVEMBER RAIN 
(Short Story)
Instituto Tlaxcalteca de 
la Cultura, Mexico, 2016

JOURNEY TO AFRICA 
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018

English sample translation available
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Born in 1968, Dato Kardava (the pen name of Jimsher Rekhviashvili) 
is a contemporary Georgian writer and journalist. He graduated from 
Tbilisi State University in 1992 with a degree in physics. Dato has 
been active in the realm of journalism for over twenty years and 
concurrently writes prose works. His first short stories were printed 
in the magazine Arili in the 1990s.

He has been a reporter and a blogger for the Tbilisi bureau of Radio 
Liberty since 2002.

His first prosaic collection NOAH’S DOVES was published in 2005. 
In 2011, his extensive essay READING MATERIAL FOR THE 
BATHROOM was printed. Both books were nominated for the literary 
award SABA. He is the recipient of a number of journalistic or literary 
prizes. His short stories have ended up many times in the year’s best 
collection of short stories. In 2011 his short story was included in the 
anthology Georgian Short Stories of the 21st Century. A collection 
of essays about the Mtkvari River was published in 2013 – The 
MTKVARI and ITS TWO BANKS. One of these essays earned third 
place in the competition CRITIQUE, ESSAY WRITING, PUBLICISM 
announced by Literaturuli Gazeti (The Literary Paper).

Dato Kardava’s prosaic collection ESAU’S HANDS was published 
by Intelekti Publishing in 2015, which received the joint literary 
LITERA Award from the Georgian Ministry of Culture and Monument 
Protection and the Writers’ House of Georgia in the category The 
Year’s Best Prosaic Collection/Novel.

DATO 
KARDAVA
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Dato Kardava has a unique method of painting 
his own characters. They, as a rule, constantly 
carry some comic features, being caricatures. It is 
almost as if the author is merciless towards them, 
but the mocking tone sounding out during their 
characterization can disappear at a whim, with 
the intonation of the narrative and the relationship 
towards the characters changing diametrically. This 
ambivalent quality, a change of the angles is not a 
superficial game thought up by the author. This is his 
position, vision, and aesthetic going out on an ethical 
tight-rope.

Biblical and religious themes and a religious motif are 
prominent in almost all the short stories – NOAH’S 
DOVES, ESAU’S HANDS, and elsewhere. Except 
it is not possible to perceive this motif completely 
seriously. A reflection of the pseudo-religiosity of 
Georgian society has emerged somewhat in these 
texts. It is as if everyone is a believer wrestling with 
biblical and Gospel themes. Someone has a genuine 
hope in God and someone else less so, showing 
some religiosity, but everything here is frequently 
fake, insincere as in Georgian society.

Journalism is also a theme that pervades the entire 
book, possibly transforming into anti-journalism 
between the eyes and the hands. There’s the 
journalist’s codex, which is the codex of an anti-
journalist. Here is one of his points from ESAU’S 
HANDS: “A bad journalist is sold once, a good one 
– every time.”

Dato Kardava’s ESAU’S HANDS was the winner of 
the 2016 LITERA Award in the category The Year’s 
Best Prosaic Collection.

ESAU’S HANDS
Short Stories. Georgian. 178 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
UNCLE EVGENI’S 
GAME
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma 
Press, UK, 2017

English sample translation available
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Born in 1977 in the city of Sokhumi, Tea Topuria is a contemporary 
Georgian writer and poet. She graduated from Ivane Javakhishvili 
Tbilisi State University with a degree in journalism. She has worked 
and still works for a variety of media outlets and non-governmental 
organizations. Her works are printed in literary periodicals, with her 
short stories and poems being included in prose or poetry collections 
of Georgian authors. 

She has been nominated and is a laureate of various prestigious 
literary competitions and she has also been presented a few times 
for the international ASTRID LINDGREN MEMORIAL AWARD. 
Tea Topuria is the author of six books, which differ radically from 
each other in terms of genre: a prose-poetry collection THE MINT 
THRESHING FLOOR, a collection of short stories TWO ROOMS IN 
CAIRO, a poetry collection ECOCIDE, and three books in children’s 
prose: PARADE VACATIONS; FAIRY TALES FOR WAKING UP and 
ONE LONG DAY ON ANOTHER PLANET.

TEA 
TOPURIA
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Tea Topuria’s book TWO ROOMS IN CAIRO 
consists of twelve short stories (minor prose) 
written during the last few years. The style of 
the short stories is somewhat different with each 
one, although the real as well as the unreal world, 
cutting off each other, have been described 
in almost all of them. There are such themes 
presented in the short stories, like: an individual’s 
stance toward their own life; love as a test or 
challenge; betrayal; re-appraisal of values and 
death, which according to these stories is almost 
non-existent. There is also some sadness, irony, 
self-irony, humor... 

The short stories deal with general issues as well 
as with modern problems, such as, for example, 
the military conflicts in Georgia. Despite Tea 
writing about quite painful themes in her stories, 
the reader is not repressed by the book, instead 
this is a book where an individual collides directly 
with a real and unreal (although it is possible 
to be more real) world. They must be held to 
account before both these worlds and make some 
conclusions by foreseeing them.

TWO ROOMS IN CAIRO was shortlisted for the 
best short stories collection at literary prize SABA 
2017.

TWO ROOMS IN CAIRO
Short Stories. Georgian. 166 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
HOME
(short story) 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Kalem Agency, 
Turkey 2017

GEORGIAN WOMAN 
ANTHOLOGY, Edition 
Fünf, Germany, 2018

MONRING IN THE 
MOUNTAIN,
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018

German sample translation available
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Born in 1954, Zaal Samadashvili is a contemporary Georgian writer. 

He graduated from Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University with a 
degree in mechanical mathematics. His first short story BABO WAS 
WOUNDED was published in the magazine Tsiskari in 1983. He is 
the author of the script for the artistic film TEMO. The script for the 
short film GARSEVANI was also written by him.

At present Zaal Samadashvili is the chair of Saakashvili Presidential 
Library board.

He has published some collections of prose: ALI IN THE SOOT-
COVERED GLASS; GYPSIES; DUET; SANDRO KANDELAKI’S 
BOOT; SHORT STORIES FOR BOYS; IN THE CONTEXT OF 
SELF-PORTRAIT BOOKS; 60 and JUNKER ERISTAVI’S BOOTS.

He was bestowed with the literary SABA Award for the book 
JUNKER ERISTAVI’S BOOTS in the category The Year’s Best Prose 
Collection in 2016.

ZAAL 
SAMADASHVILI



53 FRANKFURTER BUCHMESSE  2017

Everything moves and operates with one aim 
in Zaal Samadashvili’s novellas: to show a 
person from the inside, from his inner essence, 
a hidden side where the most tender and painful 
experiences reside.

There are many real stories and characters in this 
book, with one of them being the most prominent in 
Georgia’s recent history – the story about Junker 
Shalva Eristavi, who fell while fighting the Russian 
occupants in February 1921. Unbeknownst to the 
Bolshevik regime, his body was secretly brought 
and buried in Tbilisi. The author tells this story in 
an intense and emotional manner.

JUNKER ERISTAVI’S BOOTS
Short Stories. Georgian. 140 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights
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Born in 1990, Iva Pezuashvili is contemporary Georgian writer and 
screenwriter. 

In 2011 Iva Pezuashvili graduated from the Feature Film Department 
of Shota Rustaveli Cinema and Theatre University.

In 2011 he was the winner of the AUTUMN LEGEND, the student 
literature competition, with his story ALCHU (Lucky Toss). In 2012 he 
made a film BABAZI, based on the story. He is the author of several 
TV documentary films.

He has been publishing his stories in periodicals since 2012. From 
2014 he works on the script for the film series TIFLIS. Intelekti 
published in debut book I TRIED in 2014.

IVA 
PEZUASHVILI
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“As a rule, the first book is only an introduction 
of a new name and if one remembers the author, 
it’s already an achievement. However, it happens 
that the very first collection ushers in a true 
writer, so when one of his stories, THE SKY, was 
published in our magazine Arili, I immediately 
sensed we were dealing with the instance when 
a young author was to prove he was the one who 
was here to stay.” (Shadiman Shamanadze,writer, 
playwright)

“He is original, with a good sense of humour”, 
the jury said when giving Iva Pezuashvili the First 
Prize in the student competition. Since then I have 
been following his prose, becoming convinced 
that every new piece of writing was like a step 
leading upwards, towards the sky and soon his 
story THE SKY was published. He involved me 
in the narration, made me believe it, made me 
laugh, surprised me and then grabbed my heart, 
blocked my breathing... I looked up at the sky, 
thinking he was great to write like this.” (Theona 
Dolenjashvili,writer)

The book was shortlisted in literary prize SABA 
for the best debut of the year 2015.

I TRIED
Short Stories. Georgian. 174 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
TSA
(Short story)
THE BOOK OF TBILISI, 
Georgian Short Story 
Anthology, Comma 
Press, UK, 2017
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Born in 1965. He lived in Georgia until the 1990s, and from school age 
worked on both the main and small stages of the Rustaveli Theatre in 
productions such as HAMLET (Hamlet), THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
(Shylock), THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK and so on.

Film: Ninidze’s first film role was in Tengiz Abuladze’s film REPENTANCE 
(1984, winner of three prizes at the 40th Cannes Film Festival). Since 
then he has appeared in films by many Georgian directors. At the same 
time he has been active in Russian cinema since 1999, taking major 
roles in Aleksei German’s PAPER SOLDIER and UNDER ELECTRIC 
CLOUDS, Bakhtyar Khudojnazarov’s LUNA PAPA, Rezo Gigineishvili’s 
LOVE WITH AN ACCENT and so on.

In 1993 he emigrated from Georgia to Europe, and today he lives in 
Vienna, Austria. For the last 20 years he has been in continuous 
employment in English and German language films and television 
serials. In 2002 the film NOWHERE IN AFRICA (dir. Caroline Link) 
received the highest award of the American Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences – THE OSCAR. Merab Ninidze plays the main role in 
the film. In addition to his Oscar, Ninidze has received several European 
and Russian prizes. Films in which he has participated are shown in 
CANNES, BERLIN, and other European film festivals every year.

He has appeared in numerous German films by various directors. His 
most recent work to date is LOU ANDREAS SALOME (Rätselleben) 
(dir. Cordula Kablitz). His most recent English language work to date 
is in Steven Spielberg’s film BRIDGE OF SPIES. In 2016 he worked 
for a TV series BERLIN STATION. In February, 2017 he took part in 
Berlinale film festival – presented 2 new Georgian movies: HOSTAGES 
and MY HAPPY FAMILY (this last one was awarded with a lot of prizes of 
different film festivals around the world). In 2017 he started acting in TV 
series MCMAFIA for BBC channel (broadcast starts in January, 2018).

In 2015 Intelekti published his autobiographical novel EVERYWHERE, 
EVEN IN AFRICA.

MERAB 
NINIDZE
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This book contains the memoirs of an emigrant 
who left Georgia twenty years ago and found a 
home and a role for himself in Europe. It tells 
the tale of a hugely popular actor whose name 
has appeared not only on film credits and theatre 
posters, but also on the walls of apartment blocks 
in Tbilisi, written there by his fans for all to see.

It describes the experiences of a man who, under 
a rain of bullets on Rustaveli Avenue, is given 
the strength to reach his home on the slopes 
of Mtatsminda by the freshly baked bread he 
clasps to his chest. The book also contains the 
impressions of a white-skinned man who, as 
his African friends come to learn, is not merely 
another Jack – another European invader – but a 
former subject of a colonial power, just like them.

As well as sensations from the everyday life of a 
man who dreams of playing Hamlet and Holden 
Caulfield, and who roams the streets filled with 
thoughts on the eternal questions posed by these 
characters.

But perhaps the most important element of all 
is Merab Ninidze’s enviable sincerity, with which 
he turns every one of the events and episodes 
contained in this book into honest, interesting, 
and unique reading matter.

Merab Ninidze (with Marika Bakuradze)
WHATEVER YOU DO, 
DON’T END UP AN ACTOR 
(EVERYWHERE, EVEN IN 
AFRICA)
Autobiographical Novel, Georgian, 196 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

English and Russian sample 
translation available
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Born in 1965, Shorena Lebanidze is Georgian journalist and writer.

 In 1984-1989 she studied in the Journalism department of the Ivane 
Javakhishvili state university.

1990-1997 she was part of the editorial staff of the first independent 
Georgian newspaper 7 Dghe (7 days), while writing about the com-
plex socio-economic situation in Georgia in her articles, essays, criti-
cal letters and reports from the conflict zones of Abkhazia and Same-
grelo. She worked on journalistic investigations, and reviewed all the 
important events of the time. Her articles brought to light the mis-
takes made by the government in the war of Abkhazia and the arena 
of civilian conflict that Samegrelo had become; the secret details of 
the bloody battles, scandalous assassinations, and the terrorist acts 
against the important political figures of the time committed by the 
so called “Sadzmo (Brotherhoods) of Tbilisi”. In the following years 
Shorena Lebanidze worked as a journalist of the political division for 
the Rezonansi newspaper, as a page editor for Saqartvelos Gazeti 
(The newspaper of Georgia), a journalist for news shows of the ma-
jor television networks Rustavi 2 and Imedi; as an editor of the late 
night news show for the television network Metskhre arxi (Channel 
9); also worked with the newspapers Kviris Palitra (Palette of the 
Week) and 24 Saati (24 Hours). In the years 2006 through 2011 she 
was the script writer for the Rustavi 2 documentary film division and 
a part of the creative group for the films produced by this division. 

Three documentary-fiction novels by Shorena Lebanidze – IT IS 
ME – PIROSMANI (2012), PASS INTO THE CONFLICT ZONE and 
MANANA ANUA – FIFTY-TWO DAYS OF CAPTIVIT (2016) – were 
published by Artanuji publishing.

SHORENA 
LEBANIDZE
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The story line of Shorena Lebanidze’s 
documentary novel MANANA ANUA – FIFTY-
TWO DAYS OF CAPTIVITY takes place in the 
year 1993 in Komani, a village located close 
to Sokhumi (Abkhazia, Georgia). The main 
character, Manana Anua, is the daughter of a 
politically influential, high-ranking official and 
philanthropist.

Having a Georgian mother and an Abkhazian 
father, the chronicle of the 27-year old Manana 
Anua’s fifty-two days of captivity – a report from 
the killing fields – is full of horrifying impressions 
of the war, and intense, extreme events, although 
it is precisely within this savagery that the main 
human values take shape, changing the life of the 
novel’s main characters. They are drawn towards 
a great spiritual change and prepared for self-
sacrificial acts, being convinced in the absurd 
nature of war and the power of love.

The style of the dynamic, unhurried narrative 
conveys in a detailed manner, the spiritual state 
of a female character locked up in a village church 
at the war front. In order to narrate the expression 
of the story, a rich vocabulary, elaborate 
metaphors, and an artistically charged and tense 
atmosphere are the main qualities that speak to 
the literary craftsmanship of Shorena Lebanidze, 
a journalist by profession. The novel makes for an 
engaging, hard-to-put-down read thanks to this 
craftsmanship.

MANANA ANUA – FIFTY-TWO 
DAYS OF CAPTIVITY
Documentary prose. Georgian. 226 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights
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It Is Me – Pirosmani
Documentary Novel. Georgian. 250 pages
Published: 2012
Rights held: World Rights

Shorena Lebanidze’s unique documentary-fiction 
novel IT IS ME – PIROSMANI is a literary version 
of great Georgian painter Niko Pirosmani’s life. 
But authors imagination is based on documentary 
material which was obtained from art critics, also it 
is based on monographicarchival sources and on 
real information obtained from people who has met 
Pirosmani in real life.

The main point of the novel is to depict great painter’s 
eternal searching process, which started in his life 
and is not interrupted yet.

English sample 
translation 
available
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Pass into the Conflict Zone
Documentary Novel. Georgian. 264 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

The documentary novel is based on the reporter’s 
memories. The author describes the events of one 
year at the end of the 20th century – from the start of 
the Abkhazian war to the end of hostilities and civil 
confrontation in Western Georgia.

At that time, immediately after the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union, Shorena Lebanidze worked in the 
newspaper 7 DGHE (7 Days), the first independent 
media in Georgia. As a reporter, she had to travel 
extensively to the western part of Georgia – Abkhazia 
and Samegrelo – to cover the developments at the 
frontline. 

The author describes the events through an 
emotional and highly appealing narrative, telling 
about the Georgian reality laden with murder, 
treason, rage and fury, and about those people who 
created that reality.

English sample 
translation 
available
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Born in 1939, Gela Charkviani is a Georgian diplomat, educator, 
writer and television personality. 

He was born into the family of Candide Charkviani, the First Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, and 
Tamar Jaoshvili, an ophthalmologist.

In 1957 he finished school in Moscow and continued to study 
architecture in the Georgian Technical Institute. In 1963 he graduated 
from Ilia Chavchavadze Institute of Foreign Languages. In 1970 he 
took a qualification course in Michigan University. In 1976-1994 he 
was the author and presenter of the programme Globus (The Globe) 
of the Georgian TV Company.

For many years he lectured in sociology and the English language 
in the Institute of Foreign Languages and Ivane Javakhishvili 
Tbilisi University. In 1992-2003 he was the President’s advisor on 
international issues, in 2005-2006 the President’s Aid and Press 
Secretary. In 2006-2009 he was the Georgian Ambassador to the 
United Kingdom.

In 2013 Artanuji Publishing published Gela Charkviani’s book 
STALIN’S GEORGIAN DIMENSION and in 2016 a book of historical 
memoir genre ELEVEN YEARS BY SHEVY’S SIDE.

GELA 
CHARKVIANI
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ELEVEN YEARS BY SHEVY’S SIDE by Gela 
Charkviani is a historical memoir. Events that 
had taken place over the course of eleven years 
when Eduard Shevardnadze, having returned 
from Moscow, ruled Georgia, are described in it in 
chronological order. This period of  history is full of 
dramatic events, separatist wars, terrorist attacks 
on the country’s leading figure, revolts, raids by 
criminal gangs, and thitherto unseen hardship of 
the people. Despite such an unfavorable backdrop, 
it was precisely then that the foundation was laid 
for the post-Communist transformation of Georgia, 
in which Shevardnadze’s international reputation, 
as one of the architects of the emerging new world 
order played a significant part. Although still an 
unelected, illegitimate leader, he nonetheless 
received serious political support from the West. 
Germany was the first to do so. Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, Germany’s minister of foreign affairs, 
visited Tbilisi in 1992. Germany was traditionally 
considered as Georgia’s closest partner, whereas 
after Eduard Shevardnadze, a Georgian, had 
amply contributed to its unification, the sympathies 
of Germany’s political class toward Georgia further 
increased.

Gela Charkviani was Eduard Shevardnadze’s 
foreign policy adviser and the head of the 
President’s  international relations office. He 
was constantly at President’s side, attended all 
his meetings, and often translated his open and 
confidential conversations with foreign colleagues 
and counterparts. Even though the book does not 
contain a complete, exhaustive description of the 
period of Georgia’s history in question, it is highly 
valuable as a source, if only because it represents 
an insider’s narrative about all he lived to witness. 
While writing, the author made use of his diaries 
and the detailed records of events he kept 
between the years 1992 and 2003. This makes the 
factual material presented in the book particularly 
trustworthy and reliable.

ELEVEN YEARS BY SHEVY’S 
SIDE
Documentary prose. Georgian. 290 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
STALIN’S GEORGIAN 
DIMENSION 
(documentary prose) 
Palombi, Italy, 2015

English sample translation available



Backlist

Stalin’s Georgian Dimension
Documentary Prose. Georgian. 128 pages 
Published: 2013 
Rights held: World Rights 

This original book is important in many ways. A dialogue between two 
men, father and son, who not only belong to different generations, but 
also hold contrasting beliefs and dissimilar sets of values, it features 
issues of epochal significance and sheds light on many of them.

The conversations took place in 1989-1992. Already past eighty by that 
time Candide Charkviani was definitely the only living person who had 
been directly involved in, and knew first-hand the specifics of relations 
between Stalin’s Kremlin and the Soviet Georgia. He had served as First 
Secretary of the Georgian Communist Party for 14 years, from 1938 to 
1952. In this capacity he regularly met Stalin in all kinds of situations – at 
work, at dacha retreats, in family settings as well as at those notorious 
dinner parties Stalin hosted almost every night. 

Candide Charkviani’s validity as a historical source is supported by the 
fact that he was a highly educated man and had a good memory until the 
day he died at the age of 88. Also, never a victim of political repressions.

The book contains numerous new facts as well as the descriptions of the 
little-known character traits of the two Kremlin Georgians – the leader 
Joseph Stalin and his most effi cient lieutenant Lavrenti Beria.

The book must be of interest to anyone wanting to know more about the 
essence of Stalinism and the period of Soviet history referred to as the 
late Stalinist epoch. 

English and Russian sample 
translations and Italian complete 
translation available. 
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Born 29 July 1932 in Kutaisi. After graduating from the Georgian 
Philology Department of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 
in 1956, Vakhtang Javakhadze started to work as an editor in the 
publishing house Sakhelgami. Since 1980 he is the Chief Editor of 
the publishing house Sakartvelo.

He began writing poetry while still at school. He has published 
the following books: BELOVED WINDS (1959), RAIN-WASHED 
STREET (1962), A THOUSAND SUNS (1968), THE SEVENTH 
(1974), THE HERON TRIANGLE (1978), COMPARISON (1980), 
AND SO ON (1983), MY REGARDS TO THE SEA (1988), I’LL TELL 
YOU (1989), 2002 LINES (2002), VAKHTANGURI (2012) and THE 
UNKNOWN (1988, 2002, 2007, 2013).

Vakhtang Javakhadze has received various awards for his literary 
work: Galaktion Tabidze Prize, 2008 GALA for the Best Book of 
the Year (The Unknown) and SABA Prize for his contribution to 
Georgian literature.

Intelekti published his 100 POEMS (2008), FROM POEM TO POEM 
(2010) and the last, 4th edition of THE UNKNOWN (2013).

VAKHTANG 
JAVAKHADZE
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The present publication includes the poems 
written in 2012-2016 that appeared in periodicals 
and attracted readers’ attention. 

The Necklace, one of the poems, shattered the 
belief that poetry has lost its appeal: in July, when 
most people enjoy their holidays, the social media 
erupted with highly positive reception, making the 
poem one of the most talked items for several 
days.

ELEGY received the Literary Prize Litera and 
Literary prize Saba for the best poetry collection 
of 2016.

ELEGY
Poetry. Georgian. 148 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Right
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Born in 1939, Besik Kharanauli is an outstanding figure and one of 
the most recognized contemporary Georgian poets. 

He graduated from the Philology Department of Ivane Javakhishvili 
Tbilisi University. His first poetic works appeared in 1954. He worked 
in the literary magazine Mnatobi and in 1998-2002 was the director 
of the publishing house N akaduli.

He is the author of more than twenty poetic collections and two prose 
books: EPIGRAPHS FOR FORGOTTEN DREAMS and SIXTY 
MOUNTED KNIGHTS OR THE BOOK OF HYPERBOLES AND 
METAPHORS. 

His poetry is translated and published in German, Dutch, Italian, 
Czech, Hungarian, Russian, Bulgarian and French. In 2010 his long 
poem THE BOOK OF AMBA BESARION was published in France.

He has been awarded a number of prestigious Georgian literary 
awards. In 2011 and 2015 he was nominated for the NOBEL PRIZE 
for literature by the Georgian government. 

In 2015 he won literary prize SABA for the Contribution to the 
Development of Georgian Literature.

BESIK 
KHARANAULI
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Once a piece of text is published, it ceases to 
belong to the author. It belongs to the reader, who 
can, in most cases, create a new text out of the 
original one. Besik Kharanauli once said, “The 
best book of all is the one that doesn’t need the 
author.”

His earlier works supplied four texts that enabled 
us to join them to get the so-called ‘author-less 
texts’. Critics call them retrospective discourse, 
but does it really matter what term is applied to 
such literature? The main thing is that we are 
again dealing with Besik Kharanauli, constantly 
changing and evolving writer. 

THE MILK MAIL is some kind of editorial 
experiment of publishing Graphic novel by 
combining 4 important poems by Besik Kharanauli 
accompanied with the most beautiful illustrations 
by Teona Chanishvili.  

THE MILK MAIL
Novel. Georgian. 80 pages 
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
GEORGIAN POETRY, Pop 
Verlag, Germany, 2015
CONTEMPORARY 
GEORGIAN FICTION, 
Instituto Tlaxcalteca 
de la Cultura, Mexico, 
2015; 

THE BOOK OF AMBA 
BESARION
Dalkey Archive Press, 
USA, 2012;
Georgian Friendship 
Association, Turkey, 
2015; 
Quidam editeur, 2015

5 POEMS (poems)
J & D Dagyeli Verlag 
GmbH, Germany, 2018

Englisn and Ger,man Sample 
translation available
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Born in 1967. Zurab Rtveliashvili belongs to the generation of post-
soviet artists that have radically changed the vector of Georgian 
literature. He introduced a new vision with both the linguistic and 
conceptual experiments in his poetry. David Chikhladze, Shota 
Iatashvili, Irakli Charkviani, Badri Gugushvili and Karlo Kacharava 
are some of the poets with whom he created the new artistic reality. 
His experiments go beyond text. He happens to be one of the 
pioneers of sound-poetry and poetic live-performance in Georgia. 
Zurab is one of the very few artists from the 90’s who have stayed 
loyal to the roots and principles of avant-garde. Both in articles and 
his poetic work, he keeps on highlighting the importance of creating 
a new strategy for preserving these ideals and transitioning them 
into contemporary art-reality. Zurab’s poems have been published 
in various foreign anthologies including: ICH ABER WILL DEM 
KAUKASOS ZU.., Pop Verlag 2015, Germany; LABYRINTH, OGI 
2014, Russia; FRIA ORD PÅ FLYKT, flex bands 2012, Sweden; 
GERUISLOOS GERAAS, poetry vzw 2010, Netherlands.

Published books: ANARCHY (2006); APOCRIPH (2001); IRECTION 
(1997) 

LITERARY PRIZES AND AWARDS: Winner of International Creative 
Symposium VOLOSHIN’S September 2012.

ZURAB 
RTVELIASHVILI
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Life is the greatest challenge and the stance of a 
warrior is most natural for Zurab Rtveliashvili, the 
poet and performer. He truly belongs to the 21st 
century, but not in its temporal meaning: every 
aspect, focus, nuance and trend of his poetry 
characterizes our century and contemporary 
people, often warriors. He is a civil poet, 
mesmerizing his readers with his expressionism 
of barricades, making it equally appealing for all 
victims of the system – the oppressed and the 
oppressor.

Indeed, he is a genuine poet: he can be extremely 
lyrical, savoring the beauty of the word. However, 
it is the idea that domineers in his poems: the 
word has the leading role, often is an embodiment 
of a weapon, but ultimately, mankind must opt for 
peace.

The present selection of Zurab Rtveliashvili’s 
poems offers a variety of genres and forms: from 
long poems to poetic screenplays. More than 
often his work can be not only read but sung too, 
even if silently.

THE DICTATORSHIP OF POETRY
Poetry. Georgian. 135 pages
Published: 2017
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
DICTATORSHIP OF 
POETRY, Smockadoll 
Förlag (Sweden), 2016 

DICTATORSHIP OF 
POETRY, Klak Verlag 
(Germany), 2017 

DICTATORSHIP OF 
POETRY, Francis Boutle 
Publishers (UK), 2017 

English and GermanSample 
translation available
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Born in 1982 is a poet, publicist, linguist and translator.  Currently 
she is a doctoral student at the Linguistic Institute of Tbilisi State 
University. Anphimiadi is the author of a number of scholarly articles 
and publications and is the holder of Ilia Chavchavadze scholarship 
for young researchers. Furthermore, she is one of the editors of 
the electronic library Lib.ge. Diana Anphimiadi has published four 
collections of poetry and one prose collection.  Her literary works 
were nominated for several prestigious awards and gained two top 
literary prizes of the country. 

AWARDS: Literary award SABA 2009 in category the best debut for 
CHOCOLATE; Literary Competition TSERO (CRANE) 2008 for her 
Poetry.

DIANA 
ANPHIMIADI
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The publication is a collection of the author’s new 
poems, while ‘new’ refers not only to the actual 
date but to the conceptual novelty. Readers are 
about to experience unexpected versification and 
imagery, which ascribe new meanings to familiar 
nuances. The title suggests that the author invites 
her readers to travel to the existential layers of 
meta-texts, to shift from one state of being into 
another.

Many poems in the book are called ‘songs’, which 
adds a completely different, in fact an epic pitch 
to the collection. As a result, the book reads as a 
story of poetic world with its dangerous games.

CUTTING OUT SHADOWS
Poetry. Georgian. 60 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

English Sample translation available

Rights sold to:
A HOUSE WITH NO 
DOORS
(poems)
Ten Georgian Women 
Poets, Francis Boutle 
Publishers, UK, 2016
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Born in 1969 in the village of Makvaneti (Ozurgeti region, Georgia). 
She graduated from Kyiv State Linguistic University’s faculty of 
German Language and Literature. Ingoroqva is a poet and translator. 
Her poems have been translated into Russian, Belarusian, Ukrainian, 
Lithuanian, German and English. Her poems are frequently published 
in various literary editions. Nato Ingoroqva works as chief editor of 
the magazine Mastsavlebeli (‘teacher’) and the online newspaper 
mastsavlebeli.ge. She has published four poetry collections. She 
has translated selected poems of Rainer Maria Rilke into Georgian.

Published books: PORCELLANAE (2015); THE EQUILIBRIUM 
(2014) DRY THINGS AND FRESH THINGS (2011) And a POETESS 
EVE DWELLS IN ME(2003).

NATO 
INGOROQVA
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Along with the poems of other modern Georgian 
poets, Nato Ingoroqva’s poetry has been 
published in numerous collections in the English 
and German languages. In her introduction 
Diana Anphimiadi says: ‘The poems are about 
those people in whose name we feed pigeons, 
ascribe their good actions to ourselves, read and 
write poetry. Nato Ingoroqva’s style is laconic, 
extremely precise, seemingly brought down to 
poetic formulas, while the poems themselves 
focus on the relationship between the subject and 
the object, the giver and the receiver, ultimately 
producing a lyrical mystery.’  

FEEDING PIGEONS
Poetry. Georgian. 60 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

English Sample translation available

Rights sold to:
A HOUSE WITH NO 
DOORS
(poems)
Ten Georgian Women 
Poets, Francis Boutle 
Publishers, UK, 2016

GEORGIAN POETRY 
ANTHOLOGY 
ConvinusPresse, 
Germany, 2017
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Esma Oniani (1938-1999) was one of the most recognized poet and 
artist.

In 1963 she graduated from Tbilisi Academy of Fine Arts. Her grad-
uation work The School-Leavers was highly praised and was sent to 
the student exhibition in Moscow.

She participated in numerous all-Union, Caucasian and republican 
exhibitions, also worked as an artistic director in the State TV Com-
pany and taught painting in the Academy of Fine Arts.

She illustrated many books, among them Erlom Akhvlediani’s book 
for children THE STORY OF A LAZY MOUSE.

Her poems and essays were published in various periodicals since 
1966, the main published books being: POEMS (1978), BIRDS 
SOARING QUIETLY (1982), WHITE VISITORS (1986), WHAT I 
DON’T FORGET (1998), 100 POEMS (2010), FROM OLD NOTE-
BOOKS (2011).

In 1982 she was awarded the medal of the ARTISTS’ UNION for 
Davit Kakabadze’s Portrait. In 2000 she posthumously received the 
GEORGIAN STATE PRIZE.

ESMA 
ONIANI
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Unique poetic vision, solid imagery and paradoxical 
allusions have always been the distinguishing 
features of Esma Oniani’s style. An exceptionally 
talented artist and poet, she has wholeheartedly 
dedicated her life to Art, something which the 
readers will be convinced of when they familiarize 
themselves with the present collection.

SELECTED WORKS
Poetry. Georgian. 200 pages
Published: 2010
Rights held: World Rights

Rights sold to:
SELECTED WORKS
(poetry)
Nichts heist keine Farbe 
Pop Verlag, 
Germany, 2015

German sample translation 
available
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Born 17 November 1982. He studied at Tbilisi Spiritual Academy, 
Universities of Tbilisi and Petersburg. He teaches and is the edi-
tor of the journal Mastsavlebeli (Teacher) and of the internet paper 
Mastsavlebeli.ge.

He is the author of poetry and prose collections: LETTERS AND 
BARBED-WIRES (2010), IAKI KABE – POEMS (2012), ON THE 
STATE GALLOWS (2013), ISKANDER BALTAZAR KIRMIZ – THE 
GUIDE TO TURKISH SONGS (2013).

His poems written under the name Iaki Kabe was the 2013 best-
seller. His works are translated into the Lithuanian, Russian, French 
and Belorussian languages. He has participated in numerous literary 
festivals and programmes and is actively involved in defending hu-
man rights and freedom of speech.

IRAKLI 
KAKABADZE
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Also known as Iaki Kabe, many seek him among 
Japanese poets, mainly thanks to his exquisite 
tankas and haikus. His love for mystification has 
affected his biography, but wherever he might be, 
Irakli Kakabadze is primarily a Georgian poet, not 
in the sense of nationality, but due to his world 
outlook.

The present ‘green book’ was written in Istanbul, 
but geography is immaterial in our case because 
the poems dwell on eternal problems: the desire 
to have a healthy connection between people and 
nature and the sadness at its absence. The poetry 
is mainly about the ecologically clean earth, 
similarly clean human souls, relationships and the 
road running between life and death.

The poems do have a lyrical hero: a contemporary 
man guarding his personal freedom at the border 
with another person’s freedom, thus defending his 
own rights. Such a stance is contagious because 
the readers are affected, unobtrusively though, 
with the idea that they can also become citizens 
of the world.

Designer: Teona Chanishvili

THREE DOTS
Poetry. Georgian. 120 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available
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Shota Iatashvili was born in 1966. He is poet, fiction writer, translator 
and art critic. He has published a significant number of poetry col-
lections, four works of prose and a book of literary criticism. In 2007 
and 2011 he won the SABA Prize, Georgia’s most prestigious award 
and in 2009 International Poetry Award KIEVSKIE LAVRI (Ukraina). 

His works have been translated into English, German, French, 
Dutch, Portuguese, Romanian, Chinese, Russian, Polish, Swedish, 
Ukrainian, Belarusian, Estonian, Latvian, Turkish, Albanian, Armeni-
an, Azerbaijanian etc. languages. Iatashvili’s poems have been pub-
lished in several countries. 

Shota Iatashvili has taken part in numerous international literary fes-
tivals such as EST-OUEST (Die, France, 2006), Poetry International 
(Rotterdam, Netherlands, 2007), SOTZIA (Tallinn, Estonia, 2008), BI-
PVAL (Val-de-Marne, France, 2011), ‘Time of Poets’ (Lublin, Poland, 
2012), ‘Kievskie Lavry’ (Kiev, Ukraine, 2009, 2016), Xichang-Qiong-
hai Silk Road International Poetry week (Xichang, China, 2016) etc.

Currently, he is editor-in-chief of the literary journal Akhali Saunje 
and leads the Library rubric at Radio Liberty.

SHOTA 
IATASHVILI
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Normally, poets achieve what is called their 
personal poetic voice, their individual style by a 
long period of work, by trying out a variety of paths 
and devices. But in the case of Shota Iatashvili, 
everything happened very differently: from the 
very start of his creative path, at the beginning of 
the 1990s, he sensed and decided on the image, 
the model of his poetry for which he should strive 
in the years that followed. As time passed he 
would return to this model and in the intervals 
he searches for paths that will lead to it, various 
different, sometimes mutually exclusive paths, 
for every time he has to meet demands from 
different sides. Shota Iatashvili manages to write 
about everything: about money, an electrical plug, 
a cigarette-lighter, a blood-pressure machine, 
clothes, tinned sea cabbage, a bus seen from his 
balcony… It doesn’t matter what he gets into his 
head, what he finds to say, what he passes off on 
us, what he notices. Or, in fact, what he can’t make 
out: he doesn’t conceal things, when the poem 
happens to be about what he couldn’t explain or 
recognise and what gets into the tissue, what he 
is involved in. This is what is most characteristic 
of his texts: admitting that poetry is like an arena 
for confession and profession. But poets, as a 
rule, call things by their proper name, often their 
tone is quite categorical and decisive. In Shota 
Iatashvili’s work, however, this ‘rule’ seems to be 
breached. He will often simply tell you something, 
then take back what he has said, retrieve the 
question and leave you wondering. 

THE BITTERNESS OF POETIC 
EXPERIENCES
Poetry. Georgian. 102 pages
Published: 2016
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
ANTHOLOGY OF 
GEORGIAN POETRY 
Publishing House 
Prdruchnyky I Posibnyky, 
Ukraine, 2017
SIX GEORGIAN POETS 
Arc publication, UK, 2016
ANTHOLOGY OF 
GEORGIAN POETRY 
Aus der Ferne - Corvinus 
Presse, Germany, 2015 
ANTHOLOGY OF 
GEORGIAN POETRY 
THROUGH THE AGES
Ich aber will dem 
Kaukasos zu… 
Pop Verlag, Germany, 
2015
ANTHOLOGY OF 
GEORGIAN POETRY 
Ogi, Russia, 2014
CONTEMPORARY 
POETRY FROM 
GEORGIA 
(Hedendaagse poezie uit 
Georgia) 
Poezie Centrum, Gent, 
Geruisloos geraas, 
Netherlands, 2010
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Born in 1974 in Gurjaani, she spent her childhood and school years 
in a rural community of Vachnadziani near Gurdjaani, Georgia. After 
finishing the school she continued her studies at the Tbilisi State Uni-
versity to become a philologist in the field of Georgian language and 
literature. 1998- 2013 Bela worked as a journalist, writing about art, 
literature and education. Her poetry lyrics were published since 1989 
in various Georgian periodicals. At present she is a Ph.D student of 
Comparative Literature at Tbilisi Ivane Javakhishvili State University, 
while currently studying Comparativism and Germanistic at the Uni-
versity of Bonn. Bela Chekurishvili’s poems were published in the 
Georgian-English anthology Georgian Female Poets in 2016, Geor-
gia, Tbilisi. Her poem We, the Apple trees was published in the Ger-
man author anthology (Germany, Austria, Switzerland) in the trans-
lation section in Jahrbuch der Lyrik 2017, Schöffling & Co, Frankfurt 
am Main. In 2015, her 4 poems were published for the first time in 
the German language by Corvinus Press, Berlin. Her poems were 
also published in the Anthology of Georgian Poetry in the German 
language ICH ABER WILL DEM KAUKASOS ZU, 2015, Pop Verlag, 
Ludwigsburg. Besides English and German her poems are translat-
ed into Italian, French and Russian languages. The main subject of 
her poetry is contemplation of a modern woman in a big urban envi-
ronment. Her hobbies include theater and mountaineering.

Published Books: TALES FROM THE BANKS OF THE RHINE 
(2016); SISYPHUS’ QUESTION (2012); POSTCARDS (2009); EI-
THER – OR (1998)

BELLA 
CHEKURISHVILI
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The present publication is the fifth collection 
of the author’s poetry. One of them, WIR, DIE 
APFELBÄUME (WE, THE APPLE TREES) was 
published in Germany in 2016.

All the poems in this collection were written in 
the last five years. The book is divided into four 
sections, each loosely grouped by a seemingly 
shared topic. However, such separation is rather 
conventional because the poet’s world – seen and 
then put into words – is diverse and indivisible. 
The poems are mini stories about a contemporary 
man who is under constant stress, experiences 
acute lack of time, is always on the move, 
observing the most precious and significant in his 
life from a distance.

The poems have one structural element in common 
that determines their dramatic composition: the 
main idea is presented in the beginning, but the 
ultimate effect is achieved through its repetition 
and variation. It ensures the intensity of the 
emotional charge, eventually leading to a logical, 
but often unexpected, finale.

The dominant colour of the collection is dark red, 
which symbolizes many things: the past, family, 
childhood, homeland and people, love, thoughts 
and disappointments. All of this is accompanied by 
the sense of nostalgia, also rendered in red hues, 
the emotion which is intense and overpowering. 
The latter is not surprising considering that most 
of the poems were written while the author lived 
far away from her homeland.

THE DETECTOR OF 
NAKEDNESS
Poetry. Georgian. 106 pages
Published: 2017
Rights held: World Rights

German sample translation available

Rights sold to:
ICH ABER WILL DEM 
KAUKASOS ZU
Pop Verlag, Germany, 
2015

WIR, DIE 
APFELBÄUME
Wunderhorn Publishing, 
Heidelberg, 2016
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Born in 1977, Lela Samsniashvili is a contemporary Georgian poet.

In 1999 she graduated from Ilia Chavchavadze University of Foreign 
Languages and in 2001 took the Samultaneous Translation courses. 
In 2007 she completed her Master’s Degree in Oslo University.

Her poetry collections have been nominated for and awarded with 
numerous literary prizes. Her poems are translated into the English, 
Dutch, Italian, Azerbaijan and Russian languages.

Her poetry work includes: PHOTO-PILLS (2000); THE SNAKE 
YEAR (2004); A PERMANENT TATTOO (2006); FRACTALS (2010); 
AN ABSTRACT PRAYER (2014).

She has translated: Sylvia Plath’s Poems (World Poetry Series, 
1999); Virginia Woolf, A ROOM OF ONE’S OWN (2007); Sylvia 
Plath, THE BELL JAR (2009; 2014).

LELA 
SAMNIASHVILI
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One of the memorable voices in contemporary 
Georgian poetry belongs to Lela Samniashvili. 
Her poems are characterized with precision, 
austerity and original melodic pattern.

AN ABSTRACT PRAYER was shortlisted in 
literary prize SABA for the best poetry collection 
in 2015.

AN ABSTRACT PRAYER 
Poetry. Georgian. 52 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available

Rights sold to:
A HOUSE WITH NO 
DOORS
(poems)
Ten Georgian Women 
Poets, Francis Boutle 
Publishers, UK, 2016





CLASSICS

GIORGI LEONIDZE
LEVAN BOLKVADZE

STORIES ABOUT SOVIET GEORGIA



90 INTELEKTI  publishing

Giorgi Leonidze (1899-1966) was Georgian poet, writer and literary 
critic. After finishing the Tbilisi Spiritual Seminary in 1918, Giorgi 
Leonidze became an editor of handwritten magazines Gvirgvili and 
Panduri, which were produced by the Seminary. In the 1930s he 
initiated the founding of the Mtatsminda Museum of Writers, later 
transformed into the Georgian Museum of Literature, which he headed 
for many years. It was Giorgi Leonidze’s another brilliant initiative to 
open a museum in Saguramo, the estate of Ilia Chavchavadze. In 
1951-1953 he was chosen to chair the Georgian Writers’ Union, and 
in 1957-1966 he was the head of the Shota Rustaveli Institute of 
Georgian Literature.

His first poem MTSKHETA appeared in 1911, and since 1912 his 
poems were published regularly. In 1918 Giorgi Leonidze became 
closely involved with the Blue Horns, a group of young Georgian 
symbolist writers united by their aspiration to transfer modernism 
onto the Georgian soil and introduce new versification techniques.

Giorgi Leonidze’s lyrical poems in general, especially his 
NINOTSMINDA NIGHT; THE SONG OF THE FIRST SNOW; 
KIPCHAK’S NIGHT; OLEAND OTHER MASTERPIECES determined 
his leading role in the Georgian poetry of the 20th century. Very 
importantly, he is the author of literary studies into the Georgian 
past, which was reflected in his lyrical cycle of poems KARTLIS 
TSKHOVREBA (Life of Kartli), giving insight into the tragic life of a 
small nation. His deeply patriotic poems dedicated to the bravery 
and tragic fate of the WW2 soldiers have long become folk songs.

Giorgi Leonidze is buried in the Mtatsminda Pantheon of Writers and 
Public Figures.

GIORGI 
LEONIDZE
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The Georgian classic writer’s book was written in 
1962, but still impresses readers with its exquisite 
language and tragic characters. The collection 
of stories has been published many times over 
the years, but now we offer a new, illustrated 
publication (artist Teona Chanishvili).

This book is some sorts of mosaic of a small 
village before revolution. In which the truth 
is organically connected to conditionality. In 
this world of idealists, dreamers, naughty and 
ambitious people the main theme is the tragic 
love story of Marita and Gedia. Marita is a symbol 
of Georgian beauty.

People living in poverty work hard to earn some 
money and dream about lucky future. Everyone 
is looking for their talisman, everyone is asking 
to the wishing tree that their dreams have come 
true. 

In 1976 Tengiz Abuladze directed a highly-
acclaimed film based on Giorgi Leonidze’s 
collection of short stories NATVRIS KHE (The 
Wishing Tree), which had been a milestone of 
Georgian prose the moment it was first published 
in 1962. The movie received KARLOVI VARI 
prize.

THE WISHING TREE 
Novel. Georgian. 252 pages
Published: 2015
Rights held: World Rights

German sample translation 
available

Rights sold to:
MOUNTAIN GRAZING,
(Short story) 
Modern Georgian Prose 
Anthology, LTI Korea, 
Korea 2018
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Levan Bokvadze (1924-1986) was arrested at the age of 21 and 
exiled into the Soviet camp where he spent eight years followed 
by a three-year settlement sentence. At the time he met Alek-
sandr  Solzhenitsyn, whose several characters bear clear resem-
blance to Levan Bolkvadze.

Being a philologist by education affected his writing because 
there is a certain standard of refinement reached by those writers 
who treat language not as a mere means of expression but the 
object of study. THE STORY OF A BOY WHO WAS IN A TALE is 
his only published book.

LEVAN 
BOLKVADZE
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“The book is a musical performance, a drawing, 
a festive celebration. It reads like the fireworks 
of reality masked by fantasy which has not only 
withstood the test of time, but turned out to be 
amazingly appropriate in the context of modern 
Georgia.” (Maka Jokhadze, writer)

“At the age of 21, Levan Bolkvadze was arrested 
and sentenced to eight years in Gulag, where 
he met Solzhenytsin. Several characters of the 
Russian writer clearly bear certain traits typical 
of our countryman. Levan Bolkvadze’s writing 
is distinct due to its precision and exquisite 
style, proving the fact that such standards can 
be achieved if a person’s education included 
language as an object of study.” (Giga Zedania, 
profesor)

THE STORY OF A BOY WHO 
WAS IN A TALE 
Adults Fiction. Georgian. 152 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available
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The book is a literary reflection of one of the most 
dramatic periods in Georgia’s history.

Literature seems to be the most truthful witness 
of historical events, the most unbiased, as well as 
the most faithful keeper of the past. The samples 
of the Georgian literature published in the present 
book are an excellent illustration of how our recent 
past can be reflected in fiction.

The stories by the Georgian writers give us a 
wonderful opportunity to trace the historic stages 
our country went though, to directly experience 
the life under the Soviet regime, along with its 
sick nature manifested in various ways. The 
characters, their lives and activities clearly serve 
as a proof of the human fate in Soviet Georgia.

The publication contains stories by Leo 
Kiacheli, Nikolo Mitsishvili, Mikheil Javakhishvili, 
Konstantine Gamsakhurdia, Demna Shengelaia, 
Giorgi Leonidze, Otar Chkheidze, Revaz Chei
shvili, Nodar Dumbadze, Guram Rcheulishvili, 
Shota Chantladze, Revaz Inanishvili, Jemal 
Topuridze, Nodar Tsuleiskiri, Jemal Karchkhadze, 
Vladimer Sikharulidze, Irakli Kasrashvili and 
Nugzar Shataidze.

STORIES ABOUT SOVIET 
GEORGIA 
Compiled by Tamaz Vasadze
Short Stories. Georgian. 372 pages
Published: 2014
Rights held: World Rights

English sample translation available
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